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The Grace of the Lord Jesus 


. By Violet Ursula Fraser 


66 E IS lowly,” wrote the prophet, 
“I am lowly,” Christ said, too; 
Then, since He was meek and lowly, 
May our hearts be lowly, too. 


“He is just, having salvation,” 
Let us then be just and fair, 

That His mind alone be in us, 
Who a servant’s form did wear. 


“For our sakes,” oh, wondrous story, 
Rich, He very poor became, 

That we, too, might share His riches, 
Who have trusted in His name. 


Oh, the depths of all His riches, 
Oh, the fullness of His grace, 
We will never comprehend them 
Till at last we see His face! 
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God and Circumstances 


When circumstances appear to be 
against us, is there not sometimes deep 
in our hearts a doubt as to whether God 
really can overcome them? We do be- 
lieve in a general way that there is noth- 
ing too hard for God. We say Amen 
to Jeremiah’s prayer, “Ah Lord God! 
behold, thou hast made the heaven and 
the earth by thy great power and 
stretched out arm, and there is nothing 
too hard for thee” (Jer, 32:17). But 


when we find our way blocked by the, 


unexpected, then there is danger of giv- 
ing place to unbelief, which brings forth 


anxiety and murmuring, and these in 
turn cripple our service and testimony. 
There was an encouraging thought in 
a recent letter from Dr, J. C. Macaulay. 
Referring to a young couple who have 
already started toward the foriegn mis- 
sion’ field but have been delayed, he 
wrote: “But some blessing will spring 
from the delay. Our Father is not the 
victim of circumstances, and He makes 
no mistakes.” Sometimes we act as if 
we thought He was! But there is abun- 
dant Scripture to show that He is not, 
and it is a truth that we ought to cling 
to tenaciously thyough all the varying 
circumstances of life. God manages the 
swing of the stars in their orbits and 
the rotation of the earth; and the tem- 
perature all over the face of the earth, 
so that in most places it does not rise 
too high or fall too low for human life: 
and the ebb and flow of the tides; and 
the wonderful and mysterious migration 
of the birds; and the growth of the crops, 
If He did not, disaster would soon 
occur in any one of these realms. Can 
we not trust Him to direct as well in the 


“ 


intimate, complex affairs of our personal 
lives? We cannot always understand 
delays, nor why our prayers of many 
months still remain unanswered as far 
as we can see; yet we can and ought to 
trust Him through it all, remembering 
that He is not only omnipotent, but lov- 
ing and merciful toward all His children, 
and working always what is best for 
them. Let us not grieve His heart, hurt 
our own spirits, and add to the perplexi- 
ties and burdens of our friends by dis- 
trusting Him. Sometimes we need to 
talk to our souls as the Psalmist did to 
his, saying: “Why art thou cast down, 
O my soul? and why art thou disquieted 
within me? hope thou in God: for I shall 
yet praise him, who is the health of my 
countenance, and my God” (Psa, 42:11). 
Blest proofs of pow’r and grace divine, 
That meet us in His Word! 
May ev'ry deep-felt care of mine 
Be trusted with the Lord 
Wait for His seasonable aid, 
And tho’ it tarry wait: 
The promise may be long delay’d, 
But cannot come too late 
—William Cowper. 
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The Bread of Life 


An editorial by Richard S, Pittman, deputy general director, Wycliffe 
Bible Translators 


NE of the principal dividing lines 
O between the evangelical and Ro- 

man churches is the interpretation 
of the Lord’s Supper. The latter insist 
that the elements used in its observance 
are literally and miraculously trans- 
formed into the human fiesh and blood 
of our Lord before they are eaten, 
whereas the former insist that there is 
no miracle involved, but simply a me- 
morial ordinance, 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“The Lord was my stay. And 
He brought me out into open 
ground, He rescued me, be- 
cause He took delight in me” 
(Psa. 18:18, 19; Kay’s transla- 
tion. Out of print). 




















One of the passages most frequently 
used by the Roman group to support its 
contention is the bread of life discourse 
in John 6, where the Lord Jesus makes 
such categorical statements as, “Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the 
flesh of the Son of man, and drink his 
blood, ye have no life in you” (v. 53). 

The Roman Church, as people have 
been prone to do with God’s lessons since 
the beginning of Scriptures, accepts this 
in an earthly, physical sense, whereas 
the evangelical, Protestant church takes 
it to have a spiritual meaning. The 
truest meaning of the passage, we fear, 
may have been missed by many evangel- 
icals as well as by the Romans, 

John begins chapter 6 of his Gospel 
with the account of the feeding of the 
5,000. This is not accidental. It is the 
important prelude to what our Lord has 
to say later. After feeding this great 
crowd of. people, He plainly states, “I 
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am the bread of life.” Then He goes 
on to make the statement quoted above, 
and adds, “Whoso eateth my flesh, and 
drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and 
I- will raise him up at the last day” 
(v. 54). - 

What could He mean by such an in- 
comprehensible allegation? That it baf- 
fled and dismayed many of His followers, 
we can have no doubt, for we are told, 
in verse 66, “From that time many of 
his disciples went back, and walked no 
more with him.” 

I believe He meant, “Except ye eat 
the Word, and believingly obey it, ye 
have no life in you.” 

To begin with, the thought of eating 
the Word of God like food is a well- 
known and precious truth of Scripture. 
“Thy words were found, and I did eat 
them; and thy word was unto me the 
joy and rejoicing of mine heart , . .” 
(Jer. 15:16). “I have esteemed the words 
of his mouth more than my necessary 
food” (Job 23:12b). “As newborn babes, 
desire the sincere milk of the word, that 
ye may grow thereby” (1 Pet, 2:2). 

In the second place, bread and manna, 
which are repeatedly mentioned in the 
context of this verse, are indivisible 
types both of our Lord Jesus and of 
the Word. 

Our Lord’s first recorded quotation 
from the Old Testament is especially 
notable here. After He had fasted, like 
Moses, for forty days and forty nights, 
Satan attacked Him in an especially vul- 
nerable spot. He was hungry. But 
when Satan suggested that He might re- 
lieve His hunger by a very slight miracu- 
lous indulgence, He replied by quoting 
a passage from Moses in Deuteronomy 8: 
“And thou shalt remember all the way 
which the Lord thy God led thee these 
forty years in the wilderness, to humble 
thee, and to prove thee, to know what 
was in thine heart, whether thou would- 
est keep his commandments, or no. And 
he humbled thee, and suffered thee to 
hunger, and fed thee with manna, which 
thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers 
know; that. he might make.thee know 
that man doth not live by bread only, 
but by every word that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of the Lord doth man live.” 

I am ashamed to say that for many, 
many years I prayed, “Give us this day 


our daily bread,” and thought only of- 


bread from the bakery, never realizing 
that the basic meaning, which bakery 
bread merely typifies, is, “Give us our 
daily portion of the bread of life, the 
Word of God, the Son of God.” 

The identification of manna and bread 
with Christ and the Word is further 
substantiated in John 6. Our Lord’s 
listeners, there by the Sea of Galilee, 
wanted a sign. Moses, they said, had 
been accredited as God’s representative 
by the giving of the manna. Now, what 
were Jesus’ credentials? 

Our Lord replied that God, who gave 
the manna, gives that which the manna 
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typified, the bread cf life. “I,” said 
Jesus, “am the bread of life.” 

Not long after the feeding of the 5,000 
and the subsequent occasion when 4,000 
persons were fed, the Lord Jesus warned 
His disciples against the leaven of the 
Pharisees (Matt. 16:6). 

They, misunderstanding, thought He 
meant physical loaves of bread baked 
by or for the Pharisees. So the Lord had 
to remonstrate with them and explain 
that He was not referring to physical 
bread. Then they understood (v. 12) 
that it was the doctrine, or teaching of 
the Pharisees to which He referred when 
He used the term “leaven.” 

Thus the manna, typifying our Lord 
and the Word, has its antithesis in 
leaven, which typifies the “doctrine of 
the Pharisees.” 

The fact that bread and manna t$pify 
Christ is very clearly substantiated in 
John 6. But can it be shown that by 
eat “my flesh” He meant “eat the Word”? 

The identification of Christ as the 
Word of God is very clear in the Scrip- 
tures, especially in John’s writings. “In 
the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. The same was in the beginning 
with God. All things were made by him 
{the Word]; and without him was not 
any thing made that was made. In him 
was life; and the life was the light of 
men” (John 1:1-4). “And the Word 
was made flesh, and dwelt among us, 
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as 
of the only begotten of the Father,) full 
of grace and truth” (John 1:14). 

“For the word of God is quick, and 
powerful, and sharper than any two- 





Coming Next Week 


ELIEVERS and_ unbelievers 

alike have watched with in- 
terest, but for very different rea- 
sons, the establishment and growth 
of the new national government of 
Israel. Last summer, the Rev. 
Victor Buksbazen, secretary of 
the Friends of Israel, visited Pal- 
estine, and he is now giving, in a 
series of six articles in THe SuN- 
paY ScHoo. Times, his impressions 
of the new state. Next week, in 
the third article in the series, en- 
titled “How Israel Is Assimilating 
Jews From Many Lands,” Mr. 
Buksbazen will tell of the prob- 
lems of cementing into one strong 
state the many different types that 
have arrived in Israel, and of 
assets that point to the success of 
the new nation. 

In this same issue of the TIMEs, 
an Orthodox Presbyterian mission- 
ary, the Rev. Bruce F. Hunt, in 
an article, “Books for Korea,” will 
tell of the crying need for sound 
Bible study books in the native 
Korean tongue, 




















February 28, 1953 


edged sword, piercing even to the divid- 
ing asunder of soul and spirit, and of 
the joints and marrow, and is a discerner 
of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 
Neither is there any creature that is 
not manifest in his [the Word’s] sight: 
but all things are naked and opened 
unto the eyes of him with whom we 
have to do” (Heb. 4:12, 13). That the 
antecedent of his and him in verse 13 is 
probably “the word of God” of verse 
12 may be assumed from the fact that 


(Continued on page 185) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Leaning Toward Healing? 

Many years I’ve been a reader of 
THe Sunpay ScHoo.t Trmes and have 
gone along with the articles nearly 
100 per cent. However, in the issue 
of January 3, in the account of Fred- 
rik Franson’s life, there is a paragraph 
that sounds as though it came from 
the Pentecostal Evangel: “In the name 
of Christ I command death to flee!” 

Am wondering what some of the 
new subscribers are going to think as 
they read this. 

I trust your paper isn’t leaning 
towards healing.—An Oregon reader. 
It is always encouraging to hear from 

a subscriber who has read THE SUNDAY 
Scuoot Trmes for years and generally 
agrees with it! The Trmes cannot expect 
to escape criticism, and takes it more 
seriously when it is written in a Chris- 
tian spirit—as in the letter above—than 
when it is harsh, thoughtless, or unrea- 
sonable. The quoted sentence is cor- 
rectly taken from the second installment 
of a sketch of the life and work of Fred- 
rik Franson, founder of the Evangelical 
Alliance Mission, known as TEAM. It 
was a bold, unusual command, and one 
that most Christians would probably not 
dare to use. But Franson was an un- 
usual man whose labors were prodigious 
and whom God used mightily in many 
countries. The articles were written for 
the Times by the Rev. Olav Eikland, 
Brooklyn representative of TEAM, who 
based his account on many records left 
by Franson and his contemporaries. 
There was no reason to question the 
truthfulness of the record of the healing 
of a Norwegian woman in answer to 
Franson’s prayer, and therefore the 
TIMES saw no good reason for omitting 
the extraordinary incident. It should 
be noted that it was not stated that the 
woman had died, but that she “lay dying 
from brain fever.” 

Many records of healings and deliver- 
ance from the power of Satan can be 
found in the Journals of John Wesley, 
whose truthfulness no one would ques- 
tion; and they occur in the biographies 
of many faithful servants of God at home 
and abroad. In fact, probably several 


(Continued on page 186) 





























Lesson for March 15 


A daily problem in Israel 


OTHING irritates people so much 
N as lack of sufficient or proper food, 

This is all too human, and the 
Israelis are very human. 

Israel’s Minister of Trade, Dr, Dov 
Joseph, is in charge of the country’s 
food supply. A tremendous responsi- 
bility! Like a housewife with a pitiful 
allowance for food, he is trying to pro- 
vide a very large family not only with 
sufficient food, but with food that is 
palatable to most of the members. 

Dr. Joseph might plead like Moses, 
“Whence should I have flesh to give unto 
all this people?” (Num. 11:13.) No won- 
der he is the target of bitter complaints 
and the butt of barbed jokes. The fol- 
lowing is one of them: 

Israel and Egypt were carrying on 
secret negotiations for a peace settle- 
ment. They reached an agreement on 
almost every point, yet ended up in a 
stalemate because the Israelis’ negoti- 
ator insisted on selling Dr. Joseph to 
the Egyptians. The Egyptians were 
adamant and refused to buy Joseph at 
any price! 

This is the food situation as it pre- 
sents itself to the average Israeli house- 
wife: 





Food 

Bread: Black and white: quality— 
gooa@ to poor; adequate supply. 

Cakes and eookies: Ingredients— 
flour, saccharin, coloring. Made with- 
out short@ning, eggs, or milk, and taste 
accordingly. Look very appetizing, 
but don't be misled by appearance. 

Vegetables Plentiful in season; 
scarce afterward. 

Potatoes: Hard to obtain: price about 
10 cents to 12 cents per pound. 

Onions: A luxury item: generally 
unavailable. Good friends visiting one 
another will sometimes bring two or 
three with them instead of a box of 
candy. 

Milk: Rationed: half a quart per per- 
son per week: 75 per cent dry milk 
mixed with 25 per cent fresh milk; 
about 20 cents per quart, 

Cream: Unavailable, 

Eggs: Rationed; two per person per 
week, but seldom available. 

Meat or fowl: The official ration— 
about three ,ounces per person per 
week—is sometimes unavailable for 
months. Black market price $3 to $4 
per pound. 

Fish: Rationed: about three ounces 
per week; usually a scrawny little 
carp. 

Sugar: Rationed: two pounds per 
month: on the so-called free market, 
$1.25 per pound. 

Coffee: Unavailable except on black 
market. 

Tea: In fair supply. 

Rice: Unavailable: occasionally dis- 
tributed for children. 

Cereals: Unavailable. 
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What Shall We Eat? | 


“And the mixt multitude that was 
among them fell a lusting; and the 
children of Israel also wept again, 
and said, Who shall give us flesh 
to eat? We remember the fish, and 
the melons, and the leeks, and the 
onions, and the garlick: but now our 
soul is dried away: there is nothing 
at all, beside this manna, before our 
eyes” (Num. 11:4-6). Once again, as 
in Moses’ day, the people of Israel 
are troubled by food shortages—but 
today they have ne manna. By a 
strange coincidence, the man in 
charge of the country’s food supply 
is named Joseph, recalling the great 
administrator under Pharaoh, to 
whom God gave special wisdom. 

This is the second article in the 
series, “The Truth About Israel,” by 
the Rev. Victor Buksbazen, secre- 
tary of the Friends of Israel Mis- 
sionary and Relief Society, 728 
Witherspoon Bldg., Philadelphia 7. 
Next week's article will discuss the 
human and the divine aspects of 
what is happening in Israel today. 








Flour: Rationed; one pound per 
month, 

Butter: Unavailable. 

Margarine: Margarine is rationed 
The weekly ration, 
together with all other fats, is a half 
pound. 

Fruit: Available only in season; 
after the season prices are fantastic. 
One pound of apples, $1. Dried fruit 
unavailable Most oranges are ex- 
ported or are sent to the factories for 
processing. 

Chocolate: Unavailable; an occa- 
sional] ration for children, 

Honey: Unavailable, except for high 
holidays. 

Cheese: Poor quality; rationed. Ap- 
proximately 50 cents per pound. 


and tastes good 











Samaritan priests and Restated scroll outside 
synagogue, Nablus (ancient Shechem) 
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Salt and Plentiful—no 
ration, 
Soap: Rationed; small piece, 16 cents, 
Food is generally wrapped in news- 
papers. Many a housewife comes home 
with her marketing running and drip- 
ping all over. From the poorest immi- 
grant to the highest government official, 
all depend on food parcels from Amer- 
ica. I was invited for lunch in Israe] 
by the ambassador of one of the West- 
ern powers. The lady of the house 
serving cold meat thanked God for 
friends in America, 


pepper: 


Clothing—Strictly Rationed 
Men's suits: Approximately $150. 
Shirts: Ten dollars to $15 each: col- 

lars are turned and sometimes the tail 

of the shirt is used to make a new 
collar. 
Pajamas: From $15 to $20 
Socks: About 75 cents a pair 
Stockings: Unavailable, except for 
one pair per person per year at $1.50 
Men's shoes: One pair a year; poor 
quality; $10 to $15, 

Approximate Scale of Wages 
Unskilled labor: $2.50 to $3 a day 
Skilled labor: $4 to $6 a day 
White collar workers and govern- 

ment officials: $75 to $150 per month. 

The Prime Minister: About $250 a 
month. 
A truck driver (the new aristocracy 

of Israel): Between $300 and $400 a 

month, 

WAITING IN LINE 

What irritates the housewife in Israel 
especially is the long hours she has to 
waste standing in line to get the meager 
rations for her family. Now there may 
be a line for meat. Next time it may 
be onions or potatoes, sugar or eggs. 
Unless you line up in time you may not 
get any. All this is time-consuming and 
nerve-fraying. 

Pity the poor mother, frantic about 
her baby’s milk. She may have to stand 
in line with nobody at home to take care 
of the infant. Without large imports of 
wheat and other commodities, and with- 
out food parcels from abroad, there 
would be starvation in Israel today. As 
it is, there is considerable undernourish- 
ment, a general lack of protein food, 
affecting the health and vitality of the 
people. 

HOuSING PROBLEMS 

Recently thousands of inhabitants at 
four refugee camps held demonstrations 
to protest against the delay in the pro- 
vision of permanent winter accommoda- 
tions. In some camps the refugees oc- 
cupied school and government offices, 
refusing to leave until they had been 
given better homes. Police who inter- 
vened were attacked with stones and 
sticks. Many arrests were made, 
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Some thirty-five thousand families are 
still living in makeshift huts and tents. 
The government is trying hard to move 
them to more sheltered homes before 
the onset of the rainy season, with its 
cold and miseries. The small country 
was not prepared to receive such an 
overflow of immigrants. Consequently 
many have to live under most primitive 
conditions—in tents, in huts, and semi- 
permanent small houses. If a family has 
a little house of two rooms, or a room- 
and-a-half apartment, this is considered 
good accommodations. 

In the suburbs of the big cities, like 
Haifa, Tel Aviv, and Jerusalem there is 
an almost feverish tempo of building. 
Blocks of modern apartment houses are 
going up. Israel is being rapidly urban- 
ized. 

Mount Carmel, famous for the Prophet 
Elijah’s exploit, looks like a modern sec- 
tion of suburban San Francisco, while 
suburban Tel Aviv would not be out 
of place in any of the larger cities in 
America or Canada, 

But close to the big cities are those 
wretched and depressive camps giving 
insufficient shelter for the unfortunate 
families who are exposed to the miseries 
of cold, rain, quagmires, undernourish- 
ment, and disease. 

It is almost uncanny how prophecy in 
a thousand details is being fulfilled in 
Israel today. In Zephaniah 2:7 we read: 
“And the coast shall be for the remnant 
of the house of Judah; they shall feed 
thereupon: in the houses of Ashkelon 
shall they lie down in the evening: for 
the Lord their God shall visit them, and 
turn away their captivity.” 

Strange how this prophecy has come 
true! It is awe-inspiring. Ancient Ash- 
kelon has disappeared. But out of the 


dust and ashes of an ancient, ruined 
Ashkelon is blossoming forth a new, 
beautiful, modern Israeli city. And the 


Children of Israel in these last days do 
“lie down” in the houses of modern 
Ashkelon. » 

The pulse of life beats fast in Israel. 
Homes, factories, schools, hospitals, gov- 
ernment, and community houses are go- 
ing up all the time. The face of Israel 
is changing not only from year to year 
but from day to day. 

About 300.000 more apartments and 
homes are needed at once. The average 
cost of a small family unit is between 
$3,000 and $5,000. In the meantime the 
whole countryside of Israel is dotted 
with scores of camps, set up in neat 
rows of little houses which look like 
beehives from a distance and are not 
much larger or less crowded. 


MeEpIcAL CARE 
Many of the immigrants arrived in 
poor physical condition caused by years 
of stark horror and untold misery, 
The government of Israel is making 
a valiant effort to give medical care to 
all the inhabitants of the land, free of 
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charge, or at a nominal fee. But there 
is simply a lack of doctors and nurses, 
hospitals, medicines, and drugs. This is 
especially true of rural areas. Some 
doctors will only practice in big cities 
and are quite unwilling to stay in the 
trying places. 


IsRAEL’s DEBT TO CHRISTIAN 
MEDICAL MISSIONS 

Palestine owes a tremendous debt of 
gratitude to Christian missions which 
have brought hygiene and medical care 
to the Holy Land. The first hospital 
in Jerusalem was founded by the Church 
Missions to Jews early in the nineteenth 
century. There for over a hundred years 
thousands of Jews and Arabs found 
practical compassion and help in times 
of sickness and trouble. Many Jews 
also found Christ as their own Messiah. 
Today this mission hospital has been 
taken over by the Israeli Government 
and forms part of the Hadassah Hospital. 


Another important medical center in 
Israel is the hospital in Tiberias, founded 
by the Church of Scotland. This hospital 
is supervised at present by the Israeli 
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Government, with both Jewish and 
Christian medical and nursing personnel 
working together. However, the pri- 


mary purpose of this medical mission, 
which was to be a testimony to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the great Physician, has 
been largely vitiated. Missionary per- 
sonnel, while permitted to take part in 
the medical care of the patients, must 
not preach or witness, at least not 
directly. 

Nevertheless, Christian medical mis- 
sionaries still do an excellent work in 
Israel. In Tiberias, Haifa, Tel Aviv, and 
elsewhere, medical missionaries _ still 
carry aid to the sick and suffering in the 
name of the Saviour. Their self-effac- 
ing service is appreciated and respected 
by all. Some of these missionaries have 
a great testimony in the land. Its spir- 
itual value is of the highest order. The 
great Physician who went about the 
cities and villages of ancient Palestine, 
healing the sick and comforting the 
sheep without a shepherd, still continues 
today to bring healing to the bodies and 
souls of contemporary Israel. 

(To be continued) 


VII. How To Become Partakers of the Divine Nature 


The necessity for abiding in Christ 


HIS is the last of this series of 

articles concerning vital necessities 
for Christian living. As you will re- 
member, we have already’ thought of 
the necessities for true righteousness, 
repentance, the new birth, spiritual 
nourishment, childlike faith, and death 
to living. Today we shall consider the 
necessity for abiding in Christ. 

As we saw at the beginning, each of 
the statements made by the Lord in re- 
gard to these necessities begins with 
the word “except.” The verse for this 
particular necessity is found in the Gos- 
pel of John (15:4, 5): “Abide in me, and 
I in you. As the branch cannot bear 
fruit of itself, except it abide in the 
vine; no more can ye, except ye abide 
in me. I am the vine, ye are the 
branches: He that abideth in me, and 
I in him, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit: for without me ye can do noth- 
ing.” 

These words are found in the great 
farewell address of the Lord to His dis- 
ciples, which He made just before He 
went out to the Garden of Gethsemane, 
where He was betrayed by Judas and 
arrested. In this address He was seek- 
ing to prepare the disciples for what 
He knew lay immediately ahead of them 
—not only His death, but also their 
world-wide mission on which they would 
be sent after He had left them in His 
ascension. In the verses that we are 
considering at this time, the Lord set 
forth very clearly the relationship that 
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had to exist between His disciples and 
Himself if they were to succeed and to 
live in the way that He was to make 
possible through His death for them and 
in which they must live if they were to 
measure up to the divine standards 
which He had laid down for them and 
which God demands from all of His 
people. 

In order to make His meaning unmis- 
takably clear to them, Christ Jesus uses 
the picture of the vine and the branches 
as setting forth the relationship that 
was meant to exist between Him and 
His disciples; and what was true con- 
cerning them is equally true of each 
one of us today, if we desire to think 
of ourselves as Christians or as true fol- 
lowers of His. The vine was very well 
known in Palestine. and was often used 
by the prophets in the Old Testament 
in speaking of God's people Israel. 
Throughout Scripture, wine—the product 
of the grape vine—is a symbol of joy, 
and the fact that God’s people are spoken 
of as a vine or as branches of 2 vine 
indicates that God desires and expects 
to receive joy from the lives of all those 
whom He has made His own. The very 
fact that, in these verses, the Lord speaks 
of Himself as the vine reminds us of 
the way in which His whole life was 
lived out on earth with the one consum- 
ing desire to please the Father and to 
fulfill His purposes for Him. It was no 
wonder, therefore, that the Father in 
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witnessing of His Son, said, “In whom 
I am well pleased.” 

There are two points of interest con- 
cerning the vine, both of which are 
brought out in Scripture and which we 
need to remember, before we think of 
the special meaning of the verses that 
have just been read. First, the vine 
requires careful culture and pruning in 
order to bring forth the finest grapes 
in sufficient quantity; and second, if 
the vine bears no fruit, it is absolutely 
worthless. It produces no lumber, is of 
no use. as fuel, and it cannot even be 
used for making simple pegs or hooks, 
as the Prophet Isaiah points out. It can 
only be cast into the fire and burned as 
rubbish. 

God has made it very clear in His 
word that He expects every one of His 
people to bear fruit. He both expects 
and demands it. “Ye have not chosen 
me. but I have chosen you, and ordained 
you, that ye should go and bring forth 
fruit, and that your fruit should remain.” 
The question therefore should come be- 
to whether or 
cate- 


as 
fruit-bearing 
not nearly 
something 
much a 


fore each one of us 
not we are in that 
gory. Fruit bearing is 
much a matter of 
the Lord, it is not 


so 
doing for 


nearly so 


matter of feverish activity, as it is a 
matter of being or becoming. It is right 
at this point that so many who call 
themselves Christians are sadly mis- 
taken. It is not necessarily those who 


are always “doing good,” as they call 
it, or who are always busy in church 
work, that are the real fruit bearers in 
the sight of the Lord. It is those 
are daily and hourly living in that close 
and intimate relationship to Him, so that 
they take on more and more of His 
beauty and likeness and show forth the 
fragrance of His presence in their daily 
contacts with others, who are the truly 
fruitful ones in His sight and are well 
pleasing to Him. 


who 


How then can we bear this kind of 
fruit? The conditions laid down by the 
Lord for fruit bearing are very explicit. 
“The branch cannot bear fruit of itself, 
except it abide in the vine; no more can 
ye, except ye abide in me.” The twofold 
condition in these words is seen in the 
utter helplessness and lifelessness in the 
branch itself; and the branch being in 
continuous union with the vine. Let us 
think of them briefly, 

1. The Helplessness of the Branch by 
Itself —Inasmuch as we are the branches, 
according to the Lord’s own explanation 
of these words, we can make a personal 
application immediately. He is remind- 
ing us that, of and in ourselves, we are 
absolutely powerless to produce the kind 
of life and character that is well pleas- 
ing to God. I suppose that this is one 
of the hardest things for most of us to 
realize and to be guided by. It is so 
terribly easy for us to deceive ourselves 
into thinking that in us and in our char- 
acters and personalities are those ele- 
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ments that are of themselves good and 
attractive and well pleasing to God. 
If we take our eyes off Him and off the 
perfect example set forth in His Son, it 
is the natural thing to think of our- 
selves in a most favorable light and to 
view ourselves through rose-colored 
spectacles! But when a man has seen 
the absolute holiness and perfection that 
God desires, all he can do is to say 
with Paul, “I know that in me (that is, 
in my fiesh,) dwelleth no good thing.” 
Only as we first redlize our absolute 
helplessness are we ready to accept the 
second condition which the Lord laid 
down. 

2. The Necessity of Abiding in Him.— 
The secret of the branch’s fruit bearing 
lies in its remaining in union with the 
vine. As it does the life and sap 
from the parent stem ascends from the 
roots and flows into each branch, so that, 
without any effort on the part of the 
branch, the buds and flowers and finally 


so, 


the fruit are all brought into being in 
the due course of nature. If and as 
we learn to abide in Christ Jesus and 


to be conscious of His abiding presence 
in us at all we shall find that, 
almost without any conscious effort on 
our part, we shall insensibly take on His 
likeness and begin to manifest the beau- 
ties of His person, 

Abiding in Christ means living in a 
conscious and consistent desire to be at 


times, 


all times and in all things in accord- 
ance with His holy will for us. His will 
covers every detail of our lives. and we 
can rest in the knowledge that He is 


interested in every activity and business 
in which we engaged. As we learn 
to understand this great realitv, we shall 
come to realize increasingly that 
live in a spirit of surrender and 
dience to His will for us, we shall 
come increasingly aware of pres- 
ence in our hearts and of the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, as of His 
enabling power, in all our activities. It 
will also mean that the commonest and 
most humble duties of life will become 
glorified, since they are all carried out 
to glorify Him. This in turn will mean 
that so many of the things that we have 
to do daily and that we have come to 
regard as monotonous and drudgery will 
take on a meaning and will become 
opportunities of our pleasing and glori- 
fying our Lord in whose name we begin 
to carry them out. This is the sort of 
fruit that is well pieasing to God and 
is the fruit that will remain. It will 
be permanent in that it glorifies Him and 
is well pleasing to Him. It will be per- 
manent also in the results it will bring 
in our own lives and characters as wel] 
as in those of others, 

Our God and Father, we praise 
Thee for the possibilities of bearing 
fruit that is well pleasing unto Thee. 
We confess that so often we have 
sought to bear it in our own strength 
and have failed. Teach us to abide 


are 
as we 
obe- 

be- 


His 


well as 


nev 
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in Thy Son at all times, that His 
life and power may flow into us and 
through us, causing us to grow into 
His perfect likeness and to become 


a source of glory to Thee. In His 
name we pray. Amen, 
MEMPHIS, 

oe 


Vacationing With the 

Christian Fellowship Tour 

FTER a pleasant get-together dinner 

at the McCormick Y.W.C.A., Chi- 
cago, on Monday, July 27, where the 
anticipation of happy days ahead is 
greatly stimulated, the Christian Fel- 
lowship Tour party retires to its sleep- 
ing quarters on the train. The first 
day will be spent traveling through 
Minnesota and North Dakota, along the 
Upper Mississippi River, where high, 
white-limestone bluffs, topped by ever- 
greens, often rise the train At 
St. Paul and Minneapolis, the Twin 
Cities, other members of the party will 
join the Tour, 

As the journey proceeds, 
waterfalls and great grain mills are seen 
from the train, and these soon give place 
to fine views of some of the 10.000 lakes 
for which Minnesota is noted. They are 


above 


interesting 


the result of glacial action many cen- 
turies ago; they are set in solid rock, 
very deep, and made more beautiful by 
rugged, pine-covered shores. ~The lakes 


are the delight of fishermen, as the Gov- 
ernment keeps them well stocked with 


more than 800,000,000 young fish each 
year. Minnesota is rich in game, dte 
to long closed seasons. 


The first day of travel will take the 
party through some of the richest agri- 
cultural land in the nation. The Red 
River Valley, gouged out by glaciers, 
consists of brown and black, sandy loam 
of great fertility, particularly adapted 
to cereal crops. This is known the 
“Bread Basket of America.” 

Leaving Minnesota, the party crosses 
the Red River and enters Fargo, N. D., 


as 


and travels on through that fertile, 
thriving state. The elevation of the 
railroad increases as the train crosses 


three distinct plains, and the character 


of the land frequently changes. The 
effect of erosion will often be seen. 
where, because of lack of vegetation. 


the fine sand and clay have given way 
under the force of wind and rain. The 
French explorers called the region the 
Bad Lands. Brilliant colors enhance thx 
sculpturing of the faces of the hills and 
produce picturesque effects. Here it was 
that President Theodore Roosevelt had 
his hunting headquarters and ranch 
house. 

This fascinating vacation tour will 
take in many interesting stops with 
overnight accommodations at fine hotels, 
Among these are Yellowstone National 
Park, entered after an all-day scenic 
bus ride on the crest of the Montana 

(Continued on page 182) 
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remembered name, and we who 
remember the father are glad to 
welcome it. in the son. 

Dr. R. A. Torrey, Jr., is himself a one- 
armed veteran of World War II, and his 
heart goes out to the amputees of the 
Korean war, many and pitiful. He 
writes: “In addition to visits to amputee 
centers in four cities of Japan, I have 
been to three of the Korean army hos- 
pitals and a rehabilitation center near 
Pusan. I am especially eager to follow 
up three cases. One had lost both legs 
and arms. He had an intelligent face, 
with wistful expression, and is a Chris- 
tian. We must help him find usefulness, 
_, , Such hopeless men you never saw! 
A number came crowding around when 
they realized that I had lost an arm. 
They were greatly interested in my me- 
chanical arm. Several showed me their 
stumps and inquired with deep concern 
whether they would require another 
operation.” 

Thousands are in need of help. The 
tremendous need and magnificent spirit 
of Korean Christians and the hard sac- 
rificial service of the missionaries are 
an inspiration daily. They work day 
and night under most difficult conditions, 
with overwhelming pressure, no privacy, 
and little rest. 

“The chief of chaplains for the Korean 
navy arranged for me to see something 
of their rehabilitation efforts for 
wounded sailors. In tiny rooms, ten 
feet square, amputees were learning to 
typewrite, mimeograph, repair watches, 
barber, and work in photography. The 
equipment was pitiful and moved one 
to admiration of a people so self-reliant 
and courageous.” 

A pleasant picture was that of Korean 
students, both men and maid’. engaged 
in building for an amputee center. Girls 
as well as boys were wielding pick and 
shovel. Also young Korean veterans 
who had lost their left arms were hold- 
ing their own in the work. The day 
is closed with evening prayer as the 
mornings open with devotions. On rainy 
days they braid straw and prepare 
thatch for the roofs. 

Mr. Torrey cannot speak too highly 
of the devotion, self-sacrifice, noble con- 
duct of Korean Christians in indescrib- 
able situations, 

A team has been organized to begin, 
rehabilitation, with Dr, Torrey as gen- 
eral director, Dr. Paul Crane as ortho- 
pedic surgeon, and a group of wonien 
missionaries with nursing training to 
train Korean nurses. Limb-making 
vocational 


D: REUBEN A. TORREY is a well 


shops will be set up and 


training organized. together with Bible 
study programs, 


Dr. Haro'd C. Urey of Chicago Uni- 
versity is a Nobel Prize man in chemis- 
try. Recently lecturing in New York 
on the origin of the cosmos, he said this: 

“In the earth’s far distant past the 
oceans were a vast pool of complex 
chemical compounds. Probably all the 
500,000 compounds known to modern 
chemistry were present, perhaps many, 
many more unknown to chemists. This 
chemical store, concentrated in ocean 
water, served as a great world-wide test 
tube in which all reagents known to 
modern science were present.” 

One would like to know the basis for 
this theory, for it cannot be other than 
speculation. Dr, Urey continues: 

“By chance the milieu in some par- 
ticular spot was conducive at some mo- 
ment to the natural development of a 
complex series of intermediaries. They 
led, perhaps, to the development of a 
protein molecule, Eventually by 
chance the first bacterium, representa- 
tive of the most elemental form of life, 
developed. It spread. Soon the seas 
concentration of one or two 
or more bacteria. Plant life flour- 
ished and animal life followed inevit- 
ably” (italics mine). 

Again one asks in amazement, What 
possible proofs are at Dr. Urey’s dis- 
position for such sweeping statements? 
Where, for example, did this vast ac- 
cumulation of diverse chemicals come 
from, and how were they assembled? 
Where are they now? 

Has evolutionism ever offered a wilder 
hypothesis? 


Good reports are coming of Billy 
Graham’s evangelistic mission to Korea. 
He himself describes it as “the greatest 
single experience in my entire ministry.” 
Two thousand Korean churches appealed 
for his help. The Army “rolled out the 
red carpet,” offering every facility to 
him to reach the troops, even up to the 
front line, with the Gospel. 

“In the meetings at the front, men 
were present from every division, often 
leaving front line positions under cover 
of darkness to be present the next day. 
The roar of artillery was heard in the 
background. 

“Hundreds of GI’s made decisions, and 
reports from chaplains indicate that at 
least three high ranking generals have 
definitely accepted Christ through the 
meetings. In Pusan, crowds as high as 
7,000 stood in the streets for public meet- 
ings, and both Koreans and GI’s came 
forward in numbers. There were visits 
to hospitals, camps, and staff headquar- 
ters. Mr. Graham spoke with every 


were a 


By ERNEST GORDON 


soldier in the wards on the Hospital 
Ship Jutlandia, 

Of the Korean Christians, he could 
not speak too highly. They hold five 
morning prayer meetings with thousands 
in attendance, and their tithe is a half! 
They need clothing; they also need help 
to rebuild churches, hospitals, and or- 
phanages. The devastation is only 
equaled by their incomparable Christian 
heroism. We must not let them down! 


Mr. R. G. LeTourneau has leased 500,- 
000 acres of land from the Liberian 
Government for thirty years. This is to 
be cleared with his great earth-removing 
and other machines and put into culti- 
vation, the plan being to teach blacks 
how to raise their own food and oper- 
ate machinery. The ship that pion¢ered 
the project, a 207-foot motor 
sailed to Baffu Bay. Liberia, presumahlv 
loaded with mechanical equipment. Mr 
LeTourneau went thither by plane 
Christian instruction will go hand in 
hand with the large scale agricultural 
project. 

Mr. LeTourneau is lay preacher as well 
as manufacturer; also, now. missionary 
and social worker on a large scale. 


vesse! 


Dr. Brechet of the Swiss Mission in 
Angola sends word of a remarkable re- 
vival which has recently broken out 
there: “It is not noisy, not always ap- 
parent, but every day our hearts over- 
flow with joy at new miracles. Stolen 
goods returned, spontaneous confessions, 
humble and such living testimonies, 
prayer equally living and personal, joy. 
joy which is immense, profound. and 
calm. In the hospital the whole atmos- 
phere is changed. The head nurse is 
transformed, the pupil nurses come to 
ask forgiveness. It is a beginning: there 
remains much to do; but it is a beautiful 
beginning.” 

Andrew Lu and Harry Liu are Chinese 
representatives of the Pocket Testament 
League in Formosa. They write: “In 
the past two months we have distributed 
fifty thousand copies of the Pocket Tes- 
tament League Gospels in Japanese. Ap- 
proximately a hundred of Free China’s 
Navy Cadets attending the English Bible 
Class, which I conduct in the Naval 
Academy at Tso Ying. heard Pau! Toms 
teach Christ. On board a battleship in 
the harbor at Tso Ying, the captain. fol- 
lowing orders from the Admiral, sum- 
moned on deck the ship’s entire crew. 
After the preaching of the Word nearly 
all signed decision cards. On another 
occasion fifteen hundred marines heard 
the message and each received a free 
Gospel of John: nine hundred Chinese 
paratroopers were also reached, with 
many decisions resulting.” 
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LESSON 11. 


MARCH 15. ACCOUNTABLE TO GOD 


Matthew 25:14-46; printed text, verses 31-46 


Golden Text.—Verily | say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me.—Matt. 25:40 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 

Matt, 25:31 When the Son of man shall come in his glory, 
and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon 
the throne of his glory: 

32 And before him shall be gathered al] nations: and he 
shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth 
his sheep from the goats: 

33 And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the 
goats on the left. 

34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, 
Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the foundation of the world: 

35 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was 


39 Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto 
thee? 

40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily 
I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 

41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, 
Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared 
for the devil and his angels: 

42 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was 
thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: 

43 I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and 
ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not, 

44 Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when 
saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, 








thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye 
took me in: 


36 Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited 
me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. 
answer him, 
when saw we thee an hungred and fed thee? or thirsty, 


37 Then shall the righteous 


gave thee drink? 


38 When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? 


naked, and clothed thee? 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


HERE are differences of opinion 
about who are represented in the 
Parable of the Ten Virgins, some 
holding that it has the Church in view, 
others that it is Israel of whom the Lord 
speaks. There can be no such difference 
regarding the objects of the judgment 
described in the closing section of the 
Olivet Discourse (Matt. 25:31-46). Weare 
distinctly told that “all nations” are 
gathered before the Son of man, who is 


also the King (vs. 34, 40). This is 
universal. 
Nevertheless, there are wide differ- 


ences in interpretation of this passage. 
There is the dispensational view, which 
holds that this judgment is confined to 
the living nations upon earth at the 
time of the Lord’s return, after the 
Great Tribulation; that the basis of judg- 
ment is the several nations’ treatment of 
the Lord's “brethren,” namely, the Jews; 
that the judgment determines the place 
of these nations in the millennial King- 
dom. Another view, which might be 
called the idealistic, sees here a presen- 
tation of great ultimate principles. It 
+ tells us that Jesus is the judge of all: 
that the Gospel of grace does not pre- 
clude works as a test of the reality of 
our faith: that all will come face to face 
with their works in the day of judg- 
ment; that there is no appeal from the 





saying, Lord, 


or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? 

45 Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto 
you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, 
ye did it not to me. 

46 And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: 


and but the righteous into life eternal. 
' Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
or national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 
% b +4 < 
judgment of Christ, but that it seals possession, but difference of nature 


eternal destiny. 

These views are not mutually exclu- 
sive. If one holds the dispensational 
view, it is not impossible, nor illogical, 
to hold the second by way of applica- 
tion, as Dr, J. Stuart Holden, a dispensa- 
tionalist, seems to do in a sermon en- 
titled “Transfiguring Motive.” More 
often, however, the two views are un- 
fortunately regarded as antagonistic, so 
that we lose the prophetic perspective 
on the one hand, or the practical appli- 
cation on the other hand. 

No system has the last word on proph- 
ecy. We are all but students; and when 
it comes to the nature and order of pro- 
phetic events, we dare not speak oracu- 
larly, but modestly and humbly, as those 
expecting more light to break from the 
sacred page. 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 25:31.—“When the Son of man 
shall come in his glory . . . then shall he 
sit upon the throne of his glory.” Notice 
that Jesus fully expected a return in 
glory, whether men look for Him or not, 
If He were mistaken in this, how shall 
we trust His word in anything? 


Verses 32, 33.—“And before him shall 
be gathered all nations: and he shall 
separate them.” We have had our own 
systems of separation, segregation, class 
distinction, and so on, but Christ's di- 
vision of men will be on a righteous 
basis—not differefice of color, rank, or 


* good or evil. 


(sheep versus goats). 


Verse 34.—“Come, ye blessed of my 


Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the 
world.” This will be spoken only to 


those who have obeyed the “come” of 
chapter 11:28. How was the Kingdom 
“prepared . . . from the foundation of 
the world”? See Revelation 13:8, the 
end of the verse. 


Verses 35, 36.—“Ye gave me meat... 
ye gave me drink . . . ye took me in 
... ye clothed me... ye visited me... 
ye came unto me.” Here are good works 
a-plenty, and notice that they are all 
said to have been done unto the King. 
For the other side of this see Psalm 
51:4. The good works are not the ground 
of salvation, but the evidence of it, See 
James 2:14-20. 

Verses 37-39.—“Lord, when saw we 


thee an hungred . thirsty ... a 
stranger . naked ... sick ... in 
prison?” Notice the surprise of the 
righteous. To them Christ is the fount 


of all fullness, ministering to their needs! 


Verse 40.—“Inasmuch as ye have done 
it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me.” See 
Matthew 12:48-50. Christ so identifies us 
with Himself, and Himself with us, that 
what is done to us is done to Him— 
Compare Zechariah 2:8. 


Verse 41.—“Depart from me, ye cursed, 
into everlasting fire, prepared for the 
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devil and his angels.” What a contrast 
from verse 34! Notice that the “ever- 
lasting fire” was not prepared for men, 
but men who join hands with the Devil 
in rebellion against God will share his 
destiny. 

Verses 42, 43.—“Gave me no meat... 
visited me not.” No active antagonism 
is charged, but only failure to do what 
the need called for. Failure to do right 
is as culpable as doing wrong. 


Verse 44.—“Lord, when saw we thee 
._. . and did not minister unto thee?” 
The wicked are as surprised at the 


charge as were the righteous at the com- 
mendation. 

Verse 45.—“Inasmuch as ye did it not 
to one of the least of these, ye did it 
not to me.” The same principle of iden- 
tification. Little do those who lightly 
regard the Lord’s people realize that 
they are doing despite to the Lord of 
glory. 

Verse 46—“Everlasting punishment 
.. . life eternal.” If any Scripture set- 
tles the fixedness of destiny, this one 
does. “Everlasting” and “eternal” trans- 
late the same Greek word. The punish- 
ment is as enduring as the life. : 
The Heart of the Lesson 

Christ is the great divider of men. 
That is true in this life (Matt. 10: 34-36). 
The variance is not always too apparent 
here, however, but there is a day com- 
ing when the cleavage will be fully ap- 
parent, final, and irremediable. When 
Jesus the Saviour appears as Judge 
(John 5:22, 27; Acts 17:31), an unerring 
division will be made. 

Whatever view we hold about the time 
when the righteous will receive their 
reward and the time when the wicked 
will hear their final doom, we should 
realize that in either case Christ is the 
Judge. His voice will welcome the saints 
to glory, and His voice will dismiss the 
ungodly to their eternal judgment. 

What we do with Jesus determines 
whether we shall hear the “Come, ye 
blessed,” or the “Depart, ye cursed.” 
And what we do with Jesus is demon- 
strated by how we treat His people, 
whom He lovingly calls “my brethren.” 
Ministry to them in their need is min- 
istry to Him who identifies Himself with 
His people in all that they endure, Like- 
wise, failure to minister to His people 
in their need is failure to minister to 
Him, and is evidence that those who 
so fail do not know Him. The deeds of 
mercy are thus glorified above any- 
thing which the doer ever dreamed, and 
the lack of deeds of mercy adds guilt 
far beyond the reckoning of the negli- 
gent. If faith or want of faith deter- 
mines salvation or damnation, the good 
works, or the want of them, constitutes 
the evidence for or against us. The 
righteous and the wicked may both be 
surprised at the evidence brought for- 
ward, but one thing is certain: the saved 
will forever adore the grace that saved 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
10. (23) March 8.—Jesus Urges Alert- 
ness. (Temperance.) 
Matthew 24:1 to 25:13: Romans 13:11-14 
Next Week’s 
12. (25) March the 
the Cross 


Lesson 


Shadow of 
Matthew 26 


22.—In 








them, and the lost will acknowledge 
the righteousness that condemns them. 
No one will ever go to hell saying, “What 
am I being sent there for?” The evi- 
dence will all be open. Compare Reve- 
lation 20: 12, 13, where “according to their 
works” is repeated. See also Romans 2:6, 

The division of the righteous and the 
wicked is final. The felicity of the one 
and the misery of the other are alike 
eternal. Whether we regard this scene 
as upon earth at the beginning of the 
Millennium, or whether, with the amil- 
lennialist, we identify it with the judg- 
ment of the great white throne, or 
whether we see in it a composite picture 
of the judgments, this must be clear, 
that Christ’s Word sends some to a pun- 
ishment from which there is no release, 
and receives others into a life that knows 
no ending. These solemn thoughts, 
and I have dwelt on the present applica- 
tion of the principles involved rather 
than on the dispensational aspect of this 
lesson, lest, in the dispensational dis- 
cussion, we might lose sight of the pres- 
ent and practical responsibilities, 


are 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. The “great divide” 
2. The glad welcome (vs. 34-40) 

3. The solemn dismissal (vs, 41-45) 
4. The parted ways (v. 46) 


(Matt, 25:31-33) 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT is the occasion of the scene 
depicted in the last portion of the 
Olivet Discourse? 

2. What happens to national distinc- 
tions in this “judgment of the nations”? 

3. What two approaches are possible to 
this passage? 

4. In what sense, and by what means, 
was the Kingdom “prepared from 
the foundation of the world’? 

5. What “come” 
lesson? (v. 34.) 

6. How can we rebut the charge that 
this passage teaches salvation by good 
works? 

7. What principle is involved in our 
Lord’s statements in verses 40 and 45? 

8. What is the remarkable contrast in 
the preparation of the Kingdom (v, 34) 
and the preparation of the fire (v. 41)? 

9. In what respect is Christ a divider 
of men (1) now, and (2) in the judg- 
ment? 

10. What moral principle is seen in 
verses 42 and 43? 

(Answers on page 182) 


precedes that of our 
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Topics for Development 

Ye Did It Unto Me. In his poem, “How 
the Great Guest Came,” Edwin Markham 
tells the story of the pious cobbler of 
Ingelburg, to whom the Lord said in a 
dream that He would visit him that day. 
The old man prepared his shop for his 
divine Guest, and set the table with 
bread and milk and honey. As he mused 
and watched, a beggar passed his win- 
dow, drenched with the torrential rain. 
The cobbler opened his door and called 
to him, and gave him a pair of shoes. 
An old woman paused before his shop, 
staggering beneath an uneven load of 
faggots. He called her in, gave her the 
loaf of bread, and fixed her load more 
evenly. Soon a child, who had lost his 
way, stood crying at the cobbler’s door 


He brought him in, fed him the milk 
from the spread table, and took him 
home. The short winter day quickly 


passed, and the expected Visitor did not 
come. The cobbler began to murmur his 
disappointment, when a voice resounded 
within him: 

Lift up your heart, for I kept My Word 

Three times I came to your friendly door; 

Three times My shadow was on your floor. 

I was the beggar with bruised feet; 

I was the woman you gave to eat; 

I was the child on the homeless street. 

No Mistakes in Judgment, Dr. J. H. 
Jowett, in analyzing this passage before 
a preparation class for Sunday school 
teachers, made this one of his points: 
“He cannot be deceived. He never mis- 
takes a goat for a sheep. Never mistakes 


‘profession’ for ‘piety,’ ‘show’ for ‘re- 
ality’; the sheep’s skin never deludes 
Him.” That will apply to the passage 


whichever way we look at it. And there 
is the other side, which Dr.’ Jowett for- 
got to mention in his outline: the Lord 
will never mistake a sheep for a goat 
There is not the faintest possibility of 
one of his sheep being turned out with 
the goats into “everlasting punishment.” 
When Jesus comes to “gather out of his 
kingdom all things that offend.” no mis- 
takes will be made, as would be done if 
He allowed us to separate the wheat 
and the darnel (Matt, 13:28, 29). 
Personal Applications 

Do not make too much of earthly dis- 
tinctions. When Christ comes they will 
all be wiped out, 

Wearing a lambskin coat does 
make you one of the Lord’s sheep 

Which will be your portion—the King- 
dom prepared for you or the fire pre- 
pared for the Devil? 

Touch a Christian, 
Christ, 

Not doing good is the equivalent of 
doing evil. 

The present is short, the future is long; 
be wise, be ready. 
Golden Text 

Matt. 25:40.—‘“Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 
Notice that it is not ministry to His 


not 


and you touch 
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Lesson for March 15 


outstanding servants that is so dear to the 
Lord, but kindnesses done to the least, 
the most obscure, of His people. Too 
often we are happy to care for those 
whose prominence we thus share, but 
the Lord takes note of service done to 
people who can give us no publicity. 
ELMHvRsT, ILL, 
sh 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 
SUGGESTED HYMNS 
“More About Jesus” 
“Rescue the Perishing” 
“Jesus Calls Us” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, we come to Thy Word seek- 
ing understanding of it and quick re- 
sponsiveness to its commands, its warn- 
ings, and its good news of salvation. 
Bless all who hold forth the Word of 
Life today, that through them many shall 
find the Saviour. Cheer with Thy prom- 
ises all who are downcast, and help all 
such as are in sore affliction. Guide our 
rulers and all leaders of men into the 
wisest ways of meeting the grave needs 
and perplexing issues of our times. May 
reverence for God, faith in Christ, and 
love toward all be multiplied in this and 
every land, and may the Gospel be 
spread till people of every tongue shall 
sing the praises of the Saviour. Merci- 
fully pardon our transgressions, Lord, 
and help us amend our ways, strength- 
ening us to persevere in all that is right 
and good and lovely. Especially help us 
to see and serve the needs of others and 
to do it as unto Christ, in whose name 
we pray. Amen, 

After the Lesson.—Our lesson today 
pictures our Lord as judge and fully 
acquainted with the past of those who 
are judged. He knows the kind and 
good things done by some and the neg- 
lect shown by others. Before such a 
picture men might ask, “How doth God 
know?” (Psa, 73:11.) We cannot say 
how the divine Judge knows all, but it 
is easier today than ever to believe He 
does know all. 

Perhaps you use a camera, but do you 
know that we can take pictures only 
because God is taking pictures of every- 
thing? All that takes place about us is 
being photographed on the rays of light. 
When we use a camera, we just catch, 
on the film, some of God's pictures as 
they travel by. And on they go cease- 
lessly at about 186,300 miles per second! 
The rays that carry the picture of Eve 
taking the forbidden fruit still travel 
somewhere in space. Everything that 
has taken place in our world is recorded 
on the light rays and that is one way 
by which God can know all we have 
ever done. Should He choose to do so 
in the day of judgment, God could con- 
front us with the photographs of our 
every misdeed and we could no more 
deny it than deny our own portrait. 
These are solemn thoughts, and they 
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should make us glad that God has a way 
of blotting out our sins and that He 
promises to remember no more the sins 
He forgives. If you do not want your 
sins to meet you in the day of judgment 


wo FAILS “in” Goon 


you must judge them yourself now. Take 
sides with God against yourself. Own 
up to Him about all your badness and 
ask Him to forgive you and to free you 
from sin’s hold. “If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unright- 
eousness.” 


CaucarRY, ALTA., CAN, 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“When the Son of man shall come in 
his glory” (Matt. 25:31).—There should 
be no difficulty as to the time when the 
judgment of nations will occur, for our 
text definitely places it at the moment 
“when the Son of man shall come in his 
glory.” At His first advent He came in 
grace (2 Cor. 8:9), and in humility (Phil 
2:7). He came as Saviour then (Luke 
2:11): but for the jadging of the nations 
He will appear as King in His glory 
When Christ, who is our life, shall 
appear, then shall ye also appear with 
him in glory” (Col. 3:4). 

Never did He occupy a throne during 
His first advent; and, at present, He is 
seated on His Father’s throne (Rev 
3:21); but for the judgment mentioned 
in our lesson, He shall “sit upon the 
throne of his glory.” 

Ne’er again shall cruel sinners 

Set at nought our glorious Lord. 

He did not come the first time to “con- 
demn [or judge] the world; but that 
the world through him might be saved” 


IS HE A STRANGER TO YOUR HOUSE ? 
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(John 3:17). After this period of grace 
is over, and the Church which is His 
Body has been “caught up,” and after 
the Great Tribulation, “shall all the 
tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall 
see the Son of man coming in the clouds 
of heaven with power and great glory” 
(Matt. 24:29, 30). 

When the great, busy plants of our cities 

Shall have turned out their last finished 
work, 

When the merchants have sold their last 

order 
And dismissed every last tired clerk, 
When our banks have raked in their last 
dollar 
And have paid out their last dividend, 
When the Judge of the earth wants a 
hearing 
And asks for 

“And before him shall be gathered all 
nations” (Matt, 25:32).—This is not the 
judgment of the impenitent dead. There 
is no mention of a resurrection in this 
passage. For the judgment of the dead 
which occurs at the great white throne, 
Revelation 20 must be considered. Our 
lesson deals with the judgment of liv- 
ing nations at the time of our Lord's 
manifestation in glory. They are to be 
judged according to the treatment they 
shall extend to our Lord’s earthly 
“brethren”—the Jews—who shall preach 
the Gospel of the Kingdom in all the 
world, “for a witness unto all nations” 
(Matt. 24:14). 

Whenever a_ gospel is preached— 
whether the “gospel of the kingdom” 
just mentioned. or the present “gospel 
of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24), or 
the future “everlasting gospel” (Rev. 
14:6)—blessing accompanies its recep- 
tion and judgment its rejection. 

It is no light matter when the Lord 
sends His messengers throughout the 
world with glad tidings of great joy. 
Eternal issues are at stake! 

When a certain preacher was silent 
for a considerable period of time in the 
midst of a group of friends, someone 
asked the reason. He’answered that the 
powers of his mind had been absorbed 
with the thought of eternal happiness. 
“Oh, my friends,” said he, with an en- 
ergy that surprised all present, “consider 
what it is to be forever with the Lord— 
forever, forever, forever!” 

By way of contrast, consider what an- 
other preacher said: “I do not accept 
the doetrine of eternal punishment be- 
cause I delight in it. I would cast in 
doubts, if I could, till I had filled hell 
to the brim. I would destroy all faith 
in it: but that would do me no good; 
I could not destroy the thing. ... I 
cannot alter the stern fact. The exposi- 
tion of future punishment in God’s Word 
is not to be regarded as a threat, but 
as a merciful declaration. If, in the 
ocean of life, over which we are bound to 
eternity, there are these rocks and shoals, 
it is no cruelty to chart them down; it 
is an eminent and prominent mercy.” 


“Come, ye blessed of my Father, in- 
herit the kingdom , , .£” (Matt. 25:34) — 


a balance—what then? 
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The “kingdom” in mind here is the 
earthly one, predicted in such passages 
as Daniel 2:44; 7:14; Revelation 11:15. 
What a delightful thing for these “sheep” 
(or righteous) people to hear the King’s 
cordial invitation: “Come , , . inherit 
the kingdom”! It will be their blessed 
privilege to share the blessings and 
glories of His millennial Kingdom. 

While they will be subjects in that 
glorious Kingdom, those who respond to 
the Saviour’s “Come” in this dispensa- 
tion shall reign with Him over the earth” 
(Rev, 5:9, 10). 

I have read that when caravans in the 
desert are wanting water, they are accus- 
tomed’ to sending a camel with its rider 
some distance in advance. Then, after 
a time, follows another. As soon as the 
first man finds water, almost before he 
stoops down to drink, he shouts aloud, 
“Come!” The next man hearing the 
invitation repeats it, “Come!” The near- 
est man again takes up the call, “Come!” 
until the surrounding desert echoes with 
the word, “Come!” This is the great in- 
vitation word of the Gospel, come! come! 
COME! 

“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one 
of the least (Matt. 25:40).—The 
“my brethren” whom He mentions here 
are His earthly brethren, Israel. The 
righteous of the nations will marvel that 
service rendered to Israelites is really 
service rendered to Him. This is not 
salvation by works—but their works 
manifest their faith in the Gospel of the 
Kingdom. 

Saul of Tarsus, on his persecuting 
career, learned that everything done 
against those belonging to the Lord was 
done against the Lord Himself (Acts 
9:4), 

The “goat” (or unrighteous) nations 
will learn the same lesson when it is 
too late to profit from it (Matt, 25:45). 
The principle holds true in all dispensa- 
tions, that anything done for or against 
a disciple of the Lord is done for or 
against the Lord Himself. 

“For God is not unrighteous to forget 
your work and labour of love, which ye 
have shewed toward his name, in that 


ye have ministered to the saints, and 
do minister” (Heb. 6:10), 
Wawona, CALIF, 
4 
Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C, Smith's Boys’ Class 
AY, fellows, this parable of “the 


judgment,” told by our Lord, makes 
a startling revelation in what it omits. 
There might be a surprise in it for some 
worthy people who have built up great 
industries which are a positive benefit 
to their generation, supplying definite 
human needs. 

“Then shall the King say unto them 
on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of 
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the 
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world: for I was an hungred, and ye—” 
Now, watch, fellows: He did not say, 
“—-and ye erected huge granaries and 
storehouses filled with food: I was 
thirsty, and ye established great bottling 
works which supplied refreshing pauses 
to weary workers in the heat: I was a 
stranger, and ye built modern, stream- 
lined hotels with every convenience for 
weary travelers: I was naked, and ye 
founded immense factories to fabricate 
warm clothing for the shivering world: 
I was sick, and ye provided wonderfully 
equipped hospitals and clinics for the 
throngs of patients, ill and wounded: I 
was in prison, and ye instituted most 
ingenious plans of prison reform, mak- 
ing the lives of prisoners more toler- 
able.” 

No, He did not say that. Those worthy 
captains of industry and pioneers in 
science and leaders in great humani- 
tarian movements are due all praise: 
they have earned their place in “Who’s 
Who.” Their genius and their diligence 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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have supplied human need and their 
generation fared better—far better—be- 
cause they lived. At the same time, 
they were materially enriched, them- 
selves. Our Lord did not seem to men- 
tion these as on the King’s right hand. 
It appears to be more of a person-to- 
person ministry He is speaking of—a 
tasty, good meal, to one who is needy 
and hungry, given in a way that re- 
freshes the spirit as well. 

Last Thanksgiving Day in a certain 
village, a family having a nice, large 
turkey for dinner invited as their guest 
the garbage man. His only contact with 
that home was two or three times a 
week when he came to the back door, 
emptied the can of garbage into his 
truck, and returned the empty can. He 
had no family of his own, and lived alone, 

Everyone in the village, even the chil- 
dren, called him by his first name; but 
no one seemed to think of his loneliness. 
His occupation and his garb did not 
make him an attractive prospect for 
a dinner guest—especially if you had a 
turkey; but they invited him, and he 
came. He was cleaned up and had on 
his Sunday clothes, too. His host, in 
order to make him feel more at home, 
asked him to carve the turkey, which he 
did—and in a very fine way. But when 
he had helped all the plates and served 
his own, he broke down and cried like 
a baby: he was simply overwhelmed by 
the kindness of it all. In a moment or 
two, however, he had wiped his eyes 
and proceeded to enjoy the meal with 
this family who certainly on that day 
were sitting “on the right hand of the 
King.” I think something like that is 
what our Lord meant. 

But don't get me wrong, fellows. Some 
great souls have been “captains of in- 
dustry,” like Samuel Colgate, John 
Wanamaker. Marshall Field, and others. 
I think of Mr. Henry P. Crowell, the 
founder of “Quaker Oats.” (I surely 
enjoyed mine this morning!) Mr. Crowell 
amassed a fortune while supplying the 
world’s breakfast table with a nourish- 
ing dish (and conducting other busi- 
ness enterprises); but he did not use it 
all on himself or his family. He gave 
a great portion of it to the Lord, one 
of his largest beneficiaries being the 
Moody Bible Institute, of whose Board 
of Trustees he was president and a wise 
counselor: and his substantial gifts, as 
well as personal ministry, went into 
many other Christian activities, 

Yes, I am sure that many great and 
successful businessmen are “on the 
King’s right hand,” as also are many 
scientists and outstanding professional 
men, artists, and musicians. But the 
point is, aside from all material achieve- 
ments: to be in that eternally favored 
spot, one must be emptied of self to 
supply the need of individuals—for 
Christ’s sake—“‘who loved me, and gave 
himself for me” (Gal, 2:20). 

Note sy W. C. S.—Eminent Bible 
scholars believe this parable relates ex- 
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clusively to the treatment, by the Gentiles, 
of God’s Chosen People, the Jews (our 
Lord’s “brethren”), and this view has 
much in its favor. However, it seems 
reasonable that the principle involved 
may also apply in our dealings with all 
Christians who are by faith the sons of 
Abraham, and therefore also the Lord's 
“brethren.” Bishop Ryle, in his com- 
mentary, makes the parable apply to all 
Christians. 


Fontana Dam, N, C. 
we 


My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ATERIALS needed: pattern of sheep 

and goat; white and black paper; 
scissors and paste; pencils and note- 
books. 

Today I want to tell you about a good 
butcher, a wicked cook, and a church 
—a strange combination, isn’t it? 

Thomas the butcher lived in England 
in the days of John Wesley. After he 
was converted through Wesley’s preach- 
ing, he won a number of other people 
in his village to Christ. At first he held 
meetings in his house, but as more and 
more people started attending, it grew 
crowded and uncomfortable. “We need 
a building in which to meet,” said one 
of the newly saved men. 

“Let’s put up a church building,” said 
another. “There are so many of us now, 
I’m sure we could.” 

“The trouble is,” said Thomas slowly, 
“that all the land around here belongs 
to the earl, and he told me that he would 
not allow us to build a church on his 
land.” 

The earl’s cook did not like Thomas 
because he was a Christian. She thought 
of a scheme to make trouble for him and 
money for herself. She went to another 
butcher. “What will you pay me,” she 
asked, “if I get the earl to give you his 
business instead of Thomas?” He told 
her how much he would pay, and then 
she started to work. She began by com- 
plaining that the meat Thomas sent was 
short measure. She put the kitchen 
scales out of adjustment, and the next 
time the meat order came from Thomas’s 
butcher shop, she put it on the scales, 
showing all the other servants in the 
castle that it weighed several pounds 
less than the bill stated. Then she told 
the earl, and the other servants said it 
was true that Thomas had been sending 
short measure. 

The earl sent for Thomas in great 
anger. He gaid: “You pretend to be 
so religious, you want to build a church, 
yet you are not even honest. I'll buy 
no more meat from you.” Things looked 
very bad for Thomas because the earl 
ordered so much meat for his castle 
retinue that the loss of his business was 
serious indeed. Then the story that it 
was because Thomas was dishonest was 
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bad for his remaining business. It 
looked as if they never could build a 
church. 

Suddenly that cook took ill. The doc- 
tor could not help her. She got worse 
and worse until she feared she would 
die. She knew that she would have to 
stand before God and give an account 
of herself to Him. She grew more 
afraid of the judgment that follows 
death than she was of the cross old earl, 
So she asked to see him, and when he 
came to her bedside she confessed her 
wickedness in falsifying the scales and 
lying about the good butcher. The earl 
sent for Thomas and told him to supply 
their meat as he had formerly done, 
then he added, “And since you've suffered 
unjustly these past months, I've decided 
to give you a piece of land on which 
to build your church.” 

It was a good thing for that cook, a 
good thing for Thomas and for that whole 
community that she remembered that 
God’s judgment is inescapable. 

Last Sunday we read the first: parable 
in Matthew 25 about the ten virgins. 
The rest of the chapter contains another 
parable and a prophecy. Both of these 
bring out the fact that we are account- 
able to God for our deeds. Let us read 
Matthew 25:14-30. The master in this 
parable is a type of our Lord, for he 
gave out the talents. The number of 
talents varied, but he gave talents to 
each of his servants. 

Which of the first two servants did 
the Lord praise more highly? (He said 
the same to both.) Right. The number 
of talents we possess is not so important, 
The important thing is that we use what 
we do have for the Lord. In the parable 
we learn that the reckoning day brought 
commendation, honor, and joy to the 
good and faithful servants. But to the 


wicked and slothful servant it brought 
“outer darkness,” “weeping and gnashing 
of teeth.” What a contrast! 


Before we leave this parable, notice 
that his own wrong thoughts about his 
master led to his doom. Because he 
thought his master was hard and unjust 
he failed toserve him. He says, “I knew 
thee,” but that was proved a lie when 
he told what he thought he knew. The 
first step toward being ready to meet 
God is to get right thoughts about Him. 
This can only be done as we come to 
know Him through Jesus Christ our 
Saviour. 

Verses 31 to 46 of this chapter have 
been called, “The Judgment of the Liv- 
ing Nations.” I believe this will take 
place when Christ comes to reign over 
this earth. But we cannot go into proph- 
ecy this morning, so let us read these 
verses responsiyely to see what we can 
get out of them to help us. 

Here we find the Son of man is the 
Judge, and He will judge all nations. 
No one will be able to escape His judg- 
ment. Furthermore, there will be no 
possibility of mistake. No shepherd 
could possibly mistake a sheep for a 
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goat, and the Lord in His perfect wis- 
dom places each one on His right hand 
or on His left before sentencing them. 
Notice the words of welcome given the 
“sheep” and the everlasting punishment 
pronounced on the “goats.” The King 
of all the earth counts their treatment 
of His people as if done to Himself. In 
this case I believe it refers primarily 
to the treatment the nations have given 
to “these .. . [His] brethren,” the godly, 
persecuted Jews. But we find the same 
thought in Acts 9, where the Lord Jesus 
says to Saul, “Why persecutest thou 
me?” when Saul had been persecuting 
the Christians. 


How are we using our talents? How 
are we treating God’s people? Do we 


ever say unkind things about them? Are 
we watching for opportunities to do 
them good? Remember we are going to 
give account of ourselves to God, and 
the Lord Jesus counts what is done to 
His people as done to Himself, whether 
good or bad. What sort of account are 
we going to give? And will the result 
be joy or shame? 

Write “Matthew 25” in your notebooks. 
Below that, “Parable of the Ten Vir- 
gins”; beneath, “Parable of the Talents”: 
underneath, “Judgment of the Nations.” 
Then make a sheep and a goat, and below 
copy verses 31 and 33. 

FERNDALE, WASH, 


ys 
The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1953 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations 

A Japanese Christian’s Mercy.—Verily 
I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me (Matt. 
25:40, Golden Text). Agnes Newton 
Keith tells of how she and her husbdnd 
and their young son came back to Brit- 
ish Borneo after the end of the war with 
Japan, to resume their life among the 
natives in the seaport town which they 
had learned to love before their long, 
and bitter experience of internment by 
the Japanese. Her husband had been 
an agent of British civil service in 
Borneo, to assist the native people in 
better methods of agriculture. During 
the war he had been made prisoner and 
for long months separated from his wife 
and little boy, who in turn were drag- 
ged from one internment camp to an- 
other and treated with much indignity 
and cruelty. At one time she was on 
a small Japanese ship by which she and 
the little lad were being taken from one 
island prison to another. Insulted, cuffed, 
pushed around, and threatened with 
death if she so much as made an outcry, 
the two of them were given so little 
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food, and that so foul, that survival 
appeared impossible. One of the Japa- 
nese soldiers, however, treated her with 
kindness and sympathy, though he had 
to be desperately careful not to show 
it before the rest. Mrs. Keith managed 
to get a message to him asking him to 
try to get her and the boy a little more 
food. He smuggled a quaintly written 
note back to her asserting that what she 
asked was next to impossible, and would 
be fraught with terrible danger to him- 
self if he should be caught: but he would 
see what he could do. He was a Chris- 
tian, the product of mission effort in 
Japan. He did succeed in furtively sup- 
plying her and her son with enough food 
to give them a new lease on life. Then 
one day he slipped another note to her; 
and, opening it, she found folded up 
within it some Japanese currency. It 
was his soldier’s pay for a month, With 
it. he said that when she arrived at the 
new internment camp she would be able 
to secure food and comforts for herself 
and her small boy. Then Agnes Keith 
writes these words: “I knew then that 
there are just two things which could 
break a heart: one is the terrible harsh- 
ness of man: the other is his transfigur- 
ing mercy.”—From Christian Union Her- 
ald. Sent by M. Irene Jury, Glendale, 
Calif. 

Whether You Want It or Not.—The 
Son of man shall come in his glory 
(Matt. 25:31). I remember one night 
in Stockton, Calif... . , I was preaching 
about the coming of Jesus. As I was in 
prayer I was conscious of a woman get- 
ting up and going out, for in those days 
the skirts would swish whenever a lady 
walked. It seemed to me that this lady 
must have gone out in a hurry. When 
I finished my prayer and went to greet 
the friends at the door, I found a woman 
pacing back and forth in the lobby, The 
moment I came she said to me, “How 
would you dare to pray like that—‘Come, 
Lord Jesus’? I don’t want Him to come. 
It would break in on all my plans, How 
dare you!” I said, “My dear young 
woman, Jesus is coming whether you 
want it or not.” Oh, if you know Him 
and love Him, surely your heart says, 


“Come, Lord Jesus”! If we are really 
waiting for His coming, we shall not 


be indifferent to the needs of the world. 
We shall be concerned about men and 
women who are unsaved.—From H, A. 
Ironside. Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans. 


Just as in the Word.—As a shepherd 
divideth his sheep from the goats (Matt. 
25:32). “The morning after reaching 
Palestine, when setting out for Ramleh, 
across the plain of Sharon, we saw a 
shepherd leading forth a flock of white 
sheep and black goats, all mingled as 
they followed him. Presently he turned 
aside into a little green valley, and stood 
facing the flock. When a sheep came 
up he tapped it with his long staff on 
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the right side of the head, and it quickly 
moved off to his right; a goat he tapped 
on the other side, and it went to his left. 
Thus the Saviour’s image presented itself 
exactly before our eyes.”—From Prof. 
J. A. Broadus. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey. Eng. ‘ 


A Little Extra.—For I was an hungred, 
and ye gave me meat (Matt. 25:35). 
When I was in high schoo] there was 
a Christian lady in our town who, if 
she was baking cookies, would say, “I'll 
just make a few extra for the Smiths. 
Their mother doesn’t have time to cook 
much.” I really don’t think she ever 
cooked anything without making a little 
extra for someone. When she heard of 
people who were sick, she was off to 
see them with anything she thought they 
might need. I don’t think she ever let 
a day go by without doing something 
for somebody! She had the happiest 
face and most cheerful voice you can 
imagine. People used to say of her, 
“There is a real Christian, if ever there 
was one.” Only eternity will reveal 
the number of people she has led to 
Christ—From Vivian D. Gunderson, in 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by M. 
Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


“He Had Your Face.”—Naked, and ye 
clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me 
(Matt. 25:36). We heard an incident told 
by the veteran missionary, Canon Burns 
of Nairobi. A poor old woman had been 
taken by her people and thrown into 
the long grass outside of the town be- 
cause she was too sick to help herself. 
This is the easy way of the heathen. 
Let the hyenas and the leopards care 
for her. Mrs. Burns, who was a trained 
nurse, heard of it, and made her way 
to the spot, where she found the old 
body a mass of sores and surrounded 
by a swarm of flies. She tried to get the 
people to bring the woman back to one 
of their little market sheds, but could 
enlist no sympathy until she used the 
money appeal. There, with the nurse's 
kindly touch, she washed the sores and 
put on healing ointment. She sought to 
protect her from the flies, and gave her 
nourishment. Leaving food by her, she 
promised to return in the morning, after 
she had told a little of the love of God 
who sent a Saviour for sinners. Morning 
by morning the loving treatment was 
repeated, and every day a little more 
of the story of Jesus was told. Little 
by little the poor sick body responded 
to the food and medicine and the tender 
care of that nurse. One morning she 
returned to find the old woman sitting 
up. With a wonderful smile she greeted 
her benefactor with the strange words, 
“Your Jesus came to me last night. He 
came—but the strange thing was, He 
had your face!” We may preach the 
Gospel of the Son of God, but when we 
stretch out the hand of healing to the 
sick and suffering, we mirror His face, 
—From Dr. R. V. Bingham, in the Evan- 











Lesson for March 15 


Sent by Albert My- 
Nebr. Prize illustra- 


gelical Christian 
gatt, David City. 
tion. 


No Shades of Gray.—Depart from me, 
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared 
for the devil and his angels (Matt, 25: 
41). “There are few more significant 
psychological phenomena than the decay 
during the last three-quarters of a cen- 
tury of the belief in hell as a place of 
the punishment for the wicked.” So 
European theologian in one 
of the recent British theological quar- 
terlies. The same author okserves that 
the disappearance of the belief in hell 
“very illogical procedure on the 
ministers of the Christian re- 
argues, “for no other 
there better evi- 


comments a 


is a 
part of 
ligion” because, he 
teaching of Christ is 
dence.” Jesus uses the same word to 
describe the quality of the punishment 
that He uses to describe the quality of 
the life Both are eternal: both are 
everlasting. Christ claims there is a real 
difference in the destinies of men. The 
claim of the Christian faith is that 
Christ, and the relation of men to Him, 
make that difference. Samuel Zwemer 
interprets the thought patterns of the 
New Testament most helpfully when he 
suggests that in the New Testament 
there are no shades of gray between the 
white of the black of 
eternal Christ 
makes in the men is a very 
vital and practical difference. In this 
parable. Christ separates the sheep from 
the goats on which ought to 
shock us into the realization that Chris- 


eternal life and 
The difference 


destinies of 


death. 


basis 


tianity must be workable in our lives 
here and now I sheep lived out the 
love that God in redemption had 
wrought within They shared meat, 
drink, and clothing. They did not eat 


They ministered to 
Their Chris- 
worked The in the par- 
iter contrast. It was not 


their morsel alone 
the needy around 
tianity 
able stand in 
what they had 
wrong: it was what they had not done 
They had eaten their morsel alone. They 


them 


goats 


ione 


that was so terribly 


gave no meat, no drink, no clothing. 
They took in no strangers, and they 
visited no prisoners. They lived in cal- 
loused indifference to the human need 
and suffering all about them. There is 
only one place where man learns the 
lessons of love, kindness, and brother- 
hood. ‘That place is Calvary. The per- 
sonal experience of Calvary. which is 
called regeneration, is the absolute es- 
sential to entrance into Christ’s King- 
dom, where alone lasting brotherhood 


can prevail—From W. Boyd Hunt’s Bap- 
tist Hour Message. Sent by Mrs. S. J. 
Beeker. Nashville. Tenn. 


Have You Failed Your Pupils?—I was 

a . and ye visited me not 
(Matt. 25:43), Billy was a very sick boy, 
but his eyes brightened as he told his 
mother he was sure his Sunday school 
teacher would miss him and call] to learn 
why he was absent. He had been a 
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attendant. After seven weeks 
she called. A haggard and worn woman 
appeared at the door. When the teacher 
introduced herself, the woman stiffened 
and said: “So you are Billy’s Sunday 
school teacher! We buried Billy yvester- 
day. He died wondering why his Sun- 
day schoo] teacher did not call to learn 
the reason for his absence.” God forbid 
that any teacher reading this should 
have such an experience!—From_ the 
Christian Herald. Sent by J. A, Clark, 
Southport, Eng. 


regular 


% 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 
Topic and Scripture: 
Some Ways To Serve God (Matt. 25:54-40) 
Matthew 24. use a 
talking -to 


OR summary of 


picture of Christ seated, 


His disciples: or one of Him on the 
Mount of Olives. When did He say He 
was coming back? (Nobody would 
know.) What did He want His disciples 
to do? (‘To do their work, and be al- 
ways ready.) Who remembers a story 
He told about being ready? ‘(The Man 
Who Was Robbed, The Servant Who Had 


Charge of Others 
This week as you read on in 
25, you will read three stories 


or The Ten Virgins.) 
i chapter 
One of 


them you know, about the ten virgins 
and the lamps. Another is about serv- 
ants who were trusted with money. And 
the last tells what is going to happen 
after the Lord comes back. I love the 


“When the Son 
glory, and all 
then shall he 
Can 
ht? Look 


way this story begins: 
of man shall come in his 
the holy angels with hin 
sit upon the throne of hi 


lerful si 


glory 


you imagine that wone 


and listen while I read what happens 
then, (Continue with vs, 32-40 

Let’s look carefully it what those 
nations on His right had done (vs, 35, 
36). There were six things for which 
they were commended by the Lord 
Jesus. Let’s list them on the black- 
board. and then we will see ways in 
which bos ind girls « help Him 
1. Food when hungry. 2. Drink when 
thirsty 3. Friendly when a_ stranger 
4. Clothing when in need 5. Visited 
when sick. 6. Visited in prison. When 
will you see Jesus hungry? Never again 
Too late to help Him that way now. But 


look carefully at verse 40. “Verily I 
say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done 
it unto one of the least of these my 


brethren, ye have done it unto me” 
(Matt. 25:40, Memory Verse). He counts 
it as to Himself when done to one of His 
brethren, the Jews. And did you notice 
it might be to the “least” one, just a 
child or perhaps a baby? 

Now, look at our list. None of us are 
great nations as were the people in these 
verses, but there is a sense in which we 
can do kind things for others for Christ’s 
sake. Is there anyone in your school 
who doesn’t have enough to eat, and you 
could share a sandwich from your lunch 
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box in a friendly way? Imagine just 
getting a drink for thirsty Little Brother, 
and have the Lord count it as done for 
Him! Look at chapter 10:42. So many 
boys and girls at school or play get left 
out! Suppose it over there, 
alone, and nobody playing with Him be- 
stranger or different in 
some way from the rest of you. Would 
ball or your doll? Are 
some of clothes, 
person? Is 


Jesus 


was 
cause He was a 


you share youl! 
outgrowing 
which might fit 
there somebody sick 
visit and cheer up? I don’t think visiting 
the ones in prison is for boys and girls, 
do you? We will leave that for your 
daddies The Lord doesn’t mention toys 
and games, but He might if talking only 
to boys and girls. In place of the prison 


one He might say, “I 


you yout! 


smaller 
could 


whom you 


had nothing to 


play with, and you gave Me some mar- 
bles Sur pose you have all these 
chances to do thin and don't do them. 
Is that just the same as going right by 
the Lord Jesus and not helping Him? 
See chapter 25:45 And just as the 
nations in our lesson verses were re- 
warded, so the Lord Jesus will some day 


reward us when we do kind things to 


others for His sake 


I am thinking of a verse that says 
that everything we do, we can do to 
please the Lord (Col, 3:23). I am think- 
ing of two b commandments that fit 
here, too (Matt, 22:37, 39) Wouldn't 


it be fun this week to pretend that all 
the helpful things we do are for the 
Lord Himself! And after ali, it wouldn't 
be pretend, either, but really true. He 
said so, ‘Repeat M« Verse.) 


OroNO, MAIN! 


nory 


we 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


loves Mrs. Dodd, her 
schoo! teacher, dearly Actu- 
Mrs. Dodd is not now her teacher 
she used to be. Mrs, Dodd 
and she has to live 
people But that 
She thinks 


DNA Sunday 
very 
ally 

—but 
old to 


Is too 
teach now 
in a home for old 


makes no difference to Edna 


of Mrs. Dodd as her teacher and she sees 
her every week. Because Mrs, Dodd 
does not get the kind of foods that she 


likes in the place where she has to live 


Edna gives her things from her own 
house. Whenever they have something 
to eat at Edna’s house—something that 
Mrs, Dodd especially likes—Edna an- 


nounces to the rest of the family, “Let's 
keep some of this for Mrs. Dodd.” It 
may be some celery, or a codfish cake, 
or a piece of homemade pie—as long as 
it’s a favorite of Mrs. Dodd’s, the whole 
family is glad to save some for her. 
Why does Edna give presents of food 
to her Sunday school teacher? Is it 
because she is trying to do something 
to pay her way into Heaven? No, in- 
deed! She does it because she already 
has the Lord Jesus as her Saviour and 
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| Travel the Road 


to Damascus 





Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Nazareth, Cana, 
|| Tiberias, cities from the Life of Christ. 
|| See the Catacombs, ride camelback to 
the Pyramids, a launch.on the Sea of 





Galilee—climb the slopes of Mount Zion. 


Visit both Arab and Jewish Palestine 
where history is still being made. Travel || 
in Christian companionship when such 
inspiring experiences are so easily shared. 


SUMMER EXCURSION 
15 Days to Palestine 
Only $990 


This all-expense tour is led by Evange- 
list Harold W. Gretzinger, director of 
over 6 tours to the Holy Land. 

Make this your most meaningful 
summer. Write for Tour folder and 
schedule. 


GRETZINGER WORLD TOURS 


1388 Mar Vista Avenue 
Pasadena, Calif. 




















Reaching School Children 
- for Christ 


At present we are reaching about 
250,000 children with our Scripture 
Memory Plan and many are being 
saved; but in the ten states in which 
we are working there are nearly five 
million school children who never 
attend Sunday school. 

Pray for these children and write for 


“What is the Children’s Bible Mission?” 


CHILDREN’S BIBLE MISSION 
Box 1137 Lakeland, Florida 




















LEISURE-TIME 


BO 0: OULTS 
FOR curpnen . 


A WORLD TOUR WITH JESUS 
by Ilse L. Schlaitzer 
Children love these thrilling continued stories 
(each in 3 parts) about boys and girls in other 
londs. A spiritual lesson in each chapter. 1.75 
BIBLE PUZZLE BOOK 
by Stella M. Rudy-= Hove fun work- 
ing these new Bible crossword puzzles. 65¢ 
CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
1517 North Third St. 
Harrisburg, Penna. 

















-Son, He never makes a 
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she likes to do things for others because 
she loves Him. She knows that by do- 
ing things for others, she is really do- 
ing them for Him. And that pleases the 
Lord Jesus very much. 

Before the Lord Jesus Christ died on 
the cross, He said that when He returns 
to this earth He will judge all the 
nations of the world. To judge means 
to give a test. Those nations that pass 
His test will enter into the millennial 
Kingdom He will establish. 

But there is a sense in which we may 
well ask ourselves today: Do you feed 
those who are hungry? Do you give 
drink to thirsty ones? Do you share 
your home with strangers? Do you give 
clothes to those who need them? Do 
you go to see those who are sick? Do 
you help those who are in prison? Those 
who belong to Him will do these things 
for His sake. 

Those who do not feed the hungry, 
nor give drink to the thirsty. nor share 
their homes with strangers, nor give 
clothes to the needy, nor visit the sick, 
nor help those in prison—who have not 
done these things as to the Son of God, 
will not win His approval; and, although 
they will be saved “as by fire.” they 
cannot be rewarded when He comes 
again. 

There are some people who do many 
good things for others, for they think 
by being kind and good and generous, 
they will certainly get to Heaven. The 
real test is not what we do, but for 
whom we do it. Boys and girls and men 
and women cannot know why other 
people do good things. But the Lord 
Jesus knows. Because He is God the 
mistake—and 
He knows absolutely everything. He 
knows whether or not people do things 
for others because they love Him. How 
many, many disappointed people there 
are going to be on the day He returns. 

Oh, how important it is to make posi- 
tively sure that the Lord Jesus is our 
Saviour! And how necessary ft is to 
serve Him each day by doing things for 
others for one reason only—because we 
love Him. 

Among Us Teachers: A lesson like this 
gives cause for soul-searching on the 
part of the teacher. Children—our chil- 
dren—are spiritually hungry. Are we 
breaking the Bread of Life to them be- 
cause the class has been assigned to us? 
Or are we seeking to feed them with 
the Word of God because we love the 
One who bought us? Are we giving our 
dear thirsty ones the Water which 
quenches thirst eternally from hearts 
overflowing with love for our Lord? Has 
the love of Christ constrained us so that 
our circle of love includes the unlovely 
little stranger? Have we enabled our 
pupils to be clothed with the righteous- 
ness of Christ Jesus—and have we done 
it out of pure love for Him who has 
clothed us? Have we visited the sin- 
sick and those chained in the prison 
house of sin for one reason only—because 
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of our deep devotion to God’s Son? Let 
us ponder these things prayerfully be- 
fore ministering to the dear ones com- 
mitted to our care, lest we should fail 
to pass His love test. 
LANCASTER, PA, 
we 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 176) 

1. The “appearing of the glory of the 
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ” 
(Titus 2:13, American Standard Ver- 
sion), 

2. They are replaced by distinctions-.of 
character—sheep and goats. 

3. The dispensational and the idealistic 
(see Approach), 

4. In the eternal decrees of God, and 
by the place of the Cross in those eternal 
decrees (Rev. 13:8). 

5. The “come” of salvation (Matt, 11: 
28). See also the “come” of discipleship 
(Mark 1:17). 

6. By means of a comparison with 
James 2:14-20. Our works demonstrate 
the reality of our profession. 

7. The principle of identification. 
Christ is one with His people, and we 
are one with Him. Compare 1 Corin- 
thians 12:12, 

8. The Kingdom is prepared for the 
Lord’s people; the fire is prepared for 
the Devil and his angels, 

9. (1) Men divide voluntarily by their 
attitude to Him; (2) He will sovereignly 
and eternally separate the righteous and 
the wicked. 

10. Failure to do good is equivalent 
to doing evil. 

ELMuurRsT, ILL, 


Christian Fellowship Tour 
(Continued from page 173) 


Rockies; Portland, Oreg.; Vancouver and 
Victoria, B.C.; Seattle, Wash.: ten wonder- 
ful days aboard the specially chartered 
steamer Chilcotin in the Alaska Inland 
Waterways: San Francisco; the big trees 
of California; Los Angeles. and the 
Grand Canyon. The Tour returns to 
Chicago on Tuesday, August 25, 

An illustrated folder, “Alaska with 
Christian Fellowship Tour of 1953,” may 
be had upon request from Mr. Harry J. 
Jaeger, Executive Vice-President and 
Secretary, The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 North 13th St., Philadel- 
phia 5, wh¢ will accompany the Tour. 

% 

Fellowship with the Father, and with 
His Son Jesus Christ, and the communion 
of the Spirit, should be the daily house- 
hold bread to our souls. Unless our 
souls are living in communion with God, 
the Scriptures will not yield us nourish- 
ment.—R, C. Chapman, in Keswick Cal- 
endar. 

















Lesson for March 15 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, March 15 


3. Know God Better—Through Service 
(Rom. 12:1; Luke 9:23, 57-62) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavot, and are 
used by permission. 

HERE is a divine order in serving 

God that is often overlooked, either 
through ignorance or because it is dis- 
tasteful and humiliating to the human 
ego. It is illustrated by an experience 
that Isaiah had, as told in Isaiah 6, You 
will remember that Isaiah was given a 
vision of the Lord, high and lifted up, 
surrounded by the seraphims, who wor- 
shiped and praised the Lord. The effect 
of the Lord’s beauty and holiness upon 
Isaiah was such that he became con- 
scious of his own uncleanness and un- 
worthiness. It was then that one of the 
seraphim took a live coal from the altar 
and touched the lips of Isaiah, and his 
iniquity and sin were taken away. He 
heard the voice of the Lord saying, 
“Whom shall I send, and who will go for 
us?” Then came Isaiah’s response, “Here 
am I; send me.” 

ye 

Few of us will ever, in this life, be 
granted a vision of the Lord as was 
Isaiah, but we may know Him and see 
Him with our spiritual eyes, in just as 
real a manner, through the reading of 
His Word. which tells us of His good- 
ness, His mercy and His grace, His holi- 
ness and love, and His might and power. 
In fact. the revelation that we have of 
God in the Bible is, if anything, more 
complete than anything Isaiah knew 
through his vision. 

The revelation that God has made of 
Himself through His Word, when it 
really grips our hearts, will put us in 
the same frame of mind in which Isaiah 
found himself. We shall be aware of 
our own unworthiness and of our sin and 
failure, and we shall be made ready for 
the forgiveness and cleansing that God 
has for us through the Lord Jesus Christ 
(1 John 1:9), 

Having been cleansed and forgiven, 
our first desire will be to serve the One 
who has made all of this possible. “We 
love him, because he first loved us” (1 
John 4:19), and it is the most reasonable 
thing in the world that we should want 
to serve the One we love. 


But so often it seems, in these days, 
men get this order mixed up. They 
seem to think that they can please God 
and in some way earn merit and His 
favor by performing good deeds and 
through self-sacrifice. Now there is a 
place in the Christian life, beyond any 
question, for self-sacrifice and for good 
works, but if they are to please God 
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they must flow out of a heart tha* has 
come to know Him and then to love 
Him, a heart that has been cleansed 
through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
“Without faith it is impossible to please 
him: for he that cometh to God must be- 
lieve that he is, and that he is a re- 
warder of theni that diligently seek him” 
(Heb, 11:6). It is “not by works of 
righteousness which we have done, but 
according to his mercy” that God has 
saved us, “by the washing of regenera- 
tion, and the renewing of the Holy 
Ghost; which he shed on us abundantly 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour” (Titus 
3:5, 6). 
se 

It is possible even for those who have 
been saved through faith in Christ and 
who sincerely desire to serve Him to 
be mistaken in the manner of their 
service. Ephesians 2:10 tells us that we 
have been created in Christ Jesus unto 
z00d works “which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them.” 
Sometimes sincere believers get the mis- 
taken notion that their service for God 
is to be designed and planned by them- 
selves, and they zealously go about seek- 
ing to carry out their own plans, only 
to meet with disappointment and dis- 
couragement when their plans fail. 

4 

The late Rev. L. L. Legters often used 
an illustration to show the Scriptural 
order in Christian service. It has per- 
haps been used in the Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting column before, but it 
is worthy of repetition. He told of a 
young Negro by the name of Sam in the 
days before the War Between the States. 
Sam was in love with a Negro girl who 
was owned by another master. He knew 
that he was likely to be sold, and he 
realized that if this should happen he 
might never see his sweetheart again. 
So he went to the master of his sweet- 
heart and begged him to purchase him 
so that he might be with the gir] he 
loved and eventually might marry her. 

The master objected because Sam was 
iazy and shiftless, and he told him so. 
But, finally, because Sam pleaded so 
hard, he agreed to buy him. But he 
told him that he wanted to have nothing 
to do with him, and he wanted him to 
keep out of his sight. 

On the first morning after the pur- 
chase, when the master came out to 
make his daily round of inspection on 
his plantation, there was Sam sitting 
on the steps of the master’s house, quick 
to rise up and ask if he could do some- 
thing for his new master. The man was 
provoked and reminded Sam that he 
had told him he wanted him to keep 
out of his sight, but finally he told Sam 
that he might go to the stable and get 
his horse for him. When the master 
returned later, there was Sam waiting 
for instructions. Again the master was 
annoyed, but turned over his horse to 
Sam. So it went on, day after day. 


Brick-by-brick, BRYAN builders 
build. Not with cold ceramics, 
alone; but life-by-life, with warm 
hearts, as well. For BRYAN is 
the true expression of what 
BRYAN backers are, and wish 
their children after them to be. 


After hearing a BRYAN gradu- 
ate speak on “Doing God’s will,” 
a prospective student wrote: “The 
Lord seemed to lead me to 
BRYAN.” So often is this phrase 
on the lips of BRYAN students, 
we’re impressed it is the Lord 
Himself sending so many fine 
young people to BRYAN. Per- 
haps one day this student in his 
turn may faithfully point others 
to BRYAN. 

You'll be interested in Bryan’s 

catalog — it’s different. Write 

for it. Please clip the coupon. 


WILLIAM JENNINGS 


BRYAN UNIVERSIT 
YTON, TENNESSEE ,U.S. 


Work on the main building. Below, 
nearby Watt's Bar Dam, Ten- 
nessee Valley Authority. 
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Half-size cover page of 
A NEW FOUR-PAGE LEAFLET 
OF SELECTED SCRIPTURE VERSES 
For the 


Laster Season 


Printed in rich purple ink 
17 carefully arranged Bible selections 


CHRIST IS RISEN! 
As FORETOLD by Prophets 
As PROMISED by Himself 
As DECLARED by Witnesses 
As PROVIDED by God 


For Salvation For Newness of Life 






Ideal for distribution in Sunday Schools, Churches, Gospel 
Meetings, Personal Uses. 


ORDER NOW! Only 50c per 100 
SCRIPTURE GIFT MISSION 
323 N. 13th Street - - + Philadelphia 7, Pa. 














-—Christian Greeting Cards 


FOR SALE and for PERSONAL use 
With Bible Text. Birthday and All Occasions. 
Comforting, encouraging messages of cheer to the 
sick, sorrowing, and shut-in. Boxed Assortments 
and in Bulk. Good profit and prices reasonable. 
Write for Catalog List. 

PEASE GREETING CARDS, Ine. 
264 Laurel St. Dept. T Buffalo 8, N. Y. 


ATTENTION 
MINISTERS, MISSIONARIES, 
AND CHRISTIAN WORKERS 
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Whenever the master appeared, there was 
Sam, ready and eager to do whatever 
he was told to do, and eventually Sam 
became the most valuable and trusted 
servant on the plantation. 
D4 

How different it would have been had 
the master gone out on his inspection 
tour to find Sam working in the field. 

“What are you doing here, Sam?” the 
master would ask in irritation. 

“I'm plowing this field to get ready 
to plant cotton,” would come the answer, 

“Get out of here,” the master would 
say, “this is the field I have saved for 
potatoes.” 

On the next day the master would find 
Sam busy at work sowing seed. 

“What are you doing here?” the mas- 
ter would inquire. 


“I'm planting corn for you,” Sam 
would reply. 

“Get along with you,” the master 
would say with exasperation, “this is 


the field that I have planned for my 
tomatoes.” 

This second Sam, instead of being a 
help to his master, would be a hindrance 
and an annoyonce. 

Does this not help us to see the prin- 
ciple that is set forth in the verses 
chosen for our Scripture reading for this 
week? Our service for God is worth 
while only after we have presented our- 
selves, al] that we have and are, to 
Him as a “living sacrifice’’ (Rom, 12:1), 
and have denied self and followed Christ 
(Luke 9:23). It is not a matter merely 
of giving up a few things for Christ's 
sake, of denying ourselves certain pleas- 
ures or indulgences. It is a matter of 
denying self, coming to the end of our 
own plans and our own ambitions and 
our own devices, and being willing to 
go to God day by day and ask for His 
plans and His way of carrying them out 

This is just what the first Sam did 
He realized the foolishness of having 
any plans of his own, and the necessity 
of going day by day to his master for 
instructions and then carrying out those 
instructions just as faithfully as he knew 
how. Thus he got to know his master 
better and better as the years went on 
and became a profitable servant. The 
second Sam, on the contrary, interposed 
his own ideas and plans and in conse- 
quence went contrary to his master’s 
plans and wishes, even though he de- 
sired to be of service. 

Which way are you trying to serve 
God? 

Are you willing to come to the end 
of your own plans and to ask for and to 


wait for God's way, and for His en- 
abling? 
PHILADELPHIA, 
w 


When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
TIMEs. 




















Lesson for March 15 


The Bread of Life 


(Continued from second page) 


“word” is the subject of verse 12, is ap- 
parently personified by the term “dis- 
cerner,” and the immediately following 
context (v. 14) continues to refer to 
“Jesus the Son of God.” A further bit 
of corroborative evidence is the “sharp 
sword” allusion (cf, Eph, 6:17), which 
when clarified in Revelation 19:15, is 
shown to be a sharp sword which goeth 
out of his mouth, and the antecedent of 
“his” (19:13) is “the word of God.” 

In view of these Scriptures, we con- 
sider it very probable that the Lord was 
referring to His character as the Word 
when He said, “Except ye eat the flesh.” 

To what, however, was He referring 
when He said “and drink his blood”? 
If assimilating the Word is eating His 
flesh, what is meant by drinking His 
blood? Frequently in the Scriptures 
“drinking the cup” represents obedience, 
compliance with the will of Him who 
gives the cup, as in this passage: “Are 
ye able to drink of the cup that I shall 
drink of. and to be baptized with the 
baptism that I am baptized with?” (Matt. 
20:22.) “Father, if thou be willing, re- 
move this cup from me: nevertheless not 
my will, but thine, be done” (Luke 22: 
42). “The cup which my Father hath 
given me, shall I not drink it?” (John 
18:11.) 

The parallel between John 5:24 and 
6:54 is very helpful here: “Whoso eateth 
my flesh [he that heareth my word], 
and drinketh my blood [and believeth 
on him that sent me], hath eternal life 
{hath everlasting life].”. Compare also 
John 6:40, 

In explanation of His repeated insist- 
ence on the necessity of eating His 
flesh and drinking His blood, the Lord 
gave no word, so far as we know, to His 
listeners in the synagogue: and His ex- 
planation to His disciples is given in 
just one sentence, “It is the spirit that 
quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: 
the words that I speak unto you, they 
are spirit, and they are life.” 

The King James translation “quick- 
eneth,” as is well known, could better 
be translated in contemporary English 
“maketh alive.” This, however, seems 
to be contradictory at this juncture, since 
He has just said, at least three times 
(vs. 51, 53, and 54), that it is the assim- 
ilation of His flesh and blood which gives 
life. 

Then comes a very startling sentence, 
“The flesh profiteth nothing.” Such a 
statement, if it refers to our human flesh, 
is quite normal and understandable, But 
there is no antecedent or support what- 
ever in the entire context to strengthen 
that interpretation. On the contrary, the 
six consecutive references to “flesh” im- 
mediately preceding this statement are 
all specifically concerned with the flesh 
of our Lord Himself. 

All of these references, however, place 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES * (17) 185 






the very highest importance on His flesh, 
If verse 63 also refers to His flesh, how 
can He possibly say now that His flesh 
“profiteth nothing”? 

The flood of light is releaséd in the 
final clause: “The WORDS THAT I 
SPEAK UNTO YOU, they are spirit 
[that is, that which makes alive] and 
they are life.” 

Our Lord's explanation to His disci- When answering advertisements please 
ples, then, may reasonably be para- say you saw it in THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
phrased somewhat as follows: “My TIMes. 
earthly, physical flesh profiteth nothing. 
That which maketh alive is the Word, 
my heavenly, spiritual] flesh. Unless you SAT. 
‘eat’ it, you have no life in you.” 

The question must now be raised of 
the relationship between the John 6 dis- 
course and the institution of the Lord’s 
Supper. We know that they were not 
chronologically the same, for the former 
was spoken in the synagogue in Caper- 
naum (v. 59), while the latter was in 
an upper room in Jerusalem. 

A very relevant feature may be noted, 
however. Matthew, Mark, and Luke all 
record, with only slight variations, our 
Lord’s words at the Last Supper when 
He broke bread and said, “Take. eat: 
this is my body”; and when He passed 
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the cup, saying, “This is my blood of 
the new testament, which is shed for 
many.” John, however, omits entirely 
this crucial episode. 

This omission would not seem so 
strange if he had left out the entire 
account of the Last Supper. But many 
of the notable details of the Supper, 
such as the washing of the disciples’ feet 
and the announcement of Judas’ betrayal 
and Peter’s denial are given. Why is 
the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper 
omitted? 

I believe it is because the Holy Spirit, 
through John, considered that the teach- 
ing which the ordinance is meant to 
impart was adequately covered in John 
6. There was no need to repeat it. The 
basic intent and application of the ordi- 
nance had already been more fully cov- 
ered than in any other Gospel, 

None of the foregoing is to be inter- 
preted as subtracting in any way from 
the Holy Spirit’s application, by grace, 
of the substitutionary death of our Lord 
to the heart of the repentant sinner. It 
is simply to express the truth that the 
benefits of this death may be appropri- 
ated only by the believing, obedient 
assimilation of the Word. We believe 
that this appropriation of the Word, 
therefore. either in oral or written form, 
is the life-giving activity to which our 
Lord had reference when He said, “Ex- 
cept ve eat the flesh of the Son of man, 
and drink his blood, ye have no life in 
you.” 


Leaning Toward Healing? 
(Continued from second page) 


of the writing and resident staff of THE 
SunpDAY ScHooL Times could tell of heal- 
ings wrought by God which they have 
witnessed or experienced. 

Does all this mean that the Times is 
“leaning towards healing”? That depends 
on what is meant by the expression. 

The TIMEs is more than leaning toward 
it if it means: 

Believing that God can and does 
heal, on occasion, without the use of 
medicines or doctors 

Believing that God has often so 
healed His children. 

3elieving such records as these: “In 
those days was Hezekiah sick unto 
death. . . . Then he turned his face 
to the wall, and prayed unto the Lord, 

.. Thus saith the Lord . . . I have 
heard thy prayer, I have seen thy 
tears: behold, I will heal thee 
and I will add unto thy days fifteen 
years”; and when they laid a lump of 
figs on the sore, “he recovered” (2 
Kings 20:1-7). “But Simon's wife’s 
mother lay sick of a fever, and anon 
they tell him of her. And he came 
and took her by the hand, and lifted 
her up; and immediately the fever left 
her, and she ministered unto them” 
(Mark 1:30, 31). “And it came to pass, 
that the father of Publius lay sick of 

















Lesson for March 15 


The Sunday School Gines 


Puitie E. Howarp, JR. 
President and Editor 





Harry J. JAEGER 
Executive Vice-President and Secretary 





HERBERT A. FRYLING 
Treasurer 





Joun W. LANE, JR, 
Associate Editor 





Correspondence Editor: Emiry D, SMITH 
Contributing Editors: JosepH P. FREE, 
Ph.D., Archaeology; ERNEST GORDON. 


Advertising Manager: 
H. TruMBULL HOWARD 





Former President 
Puitie E. Howarp, 1903-1946 
Former Editors 
H. Cray TRUMBULL, 1875-1903 
Cuartes G. TRUMBULL, 1903-1941 





Subscription Rates 
Stated in U.S.A. dollars 

$3.00 One copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $3.00 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $12.50. 

$2.50 Five or more copies, either to sep- 
arate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $2.50 each, per year. 

Canada: add 25 cents each per year, for 
postage. 

Foreign: add 50 cents each per year, for 
postage. 

The Sunday School Times Company 

325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 








a fever and of a bloody flux: to whom 
Paul entered in, and prayed, and laid 
his hands on him, and healed him” 
(Acts 28:8). “For indeed he [Epaph- 
roditus] was sick nigh unto death: but 
God had mercy on him; and not on 
him only, but on me also, lest I should 
have sorrow upon sorrow” (Phil, 2:27). 

Leaning on the everlasting arms, 
which are underneath (Deut. 33:27); 
leaning by faith on the Saviour, as 
John did literally (John 13:23; 21:20). 
The Times is not if it means: 

Believing that physical healing is 
the right of every child of God at all 
times. 

Believing that when a child of God 
is not healed it is because of some sin 
in his life. (This is inconceivable in 
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the case of Charlotte Elliott, an in- 

valid much of the time, who wrote 

“Just as I am, without plea,” and 

Frances Ridley Havergal, often not 

well, who wrote many of our beautiful 

hymns.) 

Insisting that the healing be done 
without the help of medicines, phys- 
icians, nurses, or surgeons. The TIMEs 
holds that the discovery of remedies 
and the knowledge and skill of nurses 
and doctors are marvelous and merci- 
ful gifts of God to mankind. 

In other words, the Times believes that 
God may heal in answer to prayer alone, 
when it is His will to do so; but does 
not believe that it is always His will to 
heal in this way, or to heal at all; or 
that all sickness can be traced to the sin 
or lack of faith of the sufferer. 


we 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the Internationa! 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


March 9 to 15 


Mon.—Matthew 25:1-13. 
Five Wise, Five Foolish. 

PRAYER SvuGGEsTIONS: “Five of them 
were wise, and five were foolish.” Our 
Lord mentions “wise” and “foolish” ex- 
amples in other parables: The two 
builders; and the man who buflt bigger 
barns for his produce, but laid not up 
treasures in Heaven (Matt. 7:24-29; Luke 
12:16-21). Few professing Christians 
have an eye to the future life. Failures 
in this life are as nothing compared 
with eternal ruination. Are you mind- 
ful and prudent concerning the life to 
come? Are you ready or not ready to 
meet your Lord? Pray for the Conserva- 
tive Baptist Foreign Mission Society, 
Chicago. 
Tues.—James 4:13-17. 

The Uncertainty of Life. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye know not 
what shall be on the morrow. For what 
is your life? It is even a vapour, that 
appeareth for a little time, and then vgn- 
isheth away.” God in His Word gives 
us the true estimate of life. Again and 
again He sets forth our frailty and life’s 
uncertainty. Observe verses 13 to 15. 
Keep these things in mind and you will 
be prepared for any sudden call to leave 
our earthly home. Say, “If the Lord 
will, we shall live, and do this, or that.” 
Pray for the Oriental Missionary Society, 
Los Angeles. 


Wed.—Zechariah 14:6-11, 
The Day of Accounting. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The Lord shall 
be king over all the earth.” The prophet 
looks toward the day of accounting by 
nations at Christ’s personal reign upon 
earth. The glory of that day will be 
our Lord’s rule over all nations with 
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Ss. 0. S. HOLLAND 


Disaster Strikes Holland! @ 1/6 of Holland affected by 
gigantic floods. An estimated 300,000 homeless and 700,000 


in distress. @ The Dutch people need your help NOW. 


~ : 


« 





hx Se % 
An Army “duck” (left) stands by ready to speed fleeing residents of the 
Dutch town of Raamsdonckveer to safer areas.—United Press Photo. 


A short time ago a mournful tolling of church bells and the eerie 
scream of sirens awakened the Netherlands at 4 a. m. one Sunday morning. 
The people thought that war had been declared, for the army and navy were 
being called back to their garrisons. Disaster then struck. Storm waves, like 
some unleashed monster in all its fury, broke through the historic dikes of 
Holland. Time Magazine reported it to be the worst flood disaster to strike 
Holland since the Middle Ages. 

The European Evangelistic Crusade, Inc., has its own North American 
and Dutch representatives in Holland who will administer food, clothing, 
and material help to our brethren in Christ who are in dire distress. 


The European Evangelistic Crusade will be responsible for all over- 
head expenses in this project of mercy. This will enable all gifts to go in 
their entirety to help meet the need in this hour of crisis. Receipts will be 
promptly sent to all doners and are tax deductible. 

We believe that evangelicals of North America will be glad for this 
opportunity to assist others of like faith in this their tragic hour. Churches, 
Sunday Schools, Bible Classes, and Young People’s Societies are prayerfully 
asked to consider having a part to help meet this urgent need. 


For His Sake DO IT NOW! 


“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, 
ye have done it unto me” (Matt. 25:40). 


Address all correspondence and gifts to 
Ss. O. S. HOLLAND 
The European Evangelistic Crusade, Inc. 
Rev. Douglas G. Stewart, Director for North America 
811 Westview Street, Philadelphia 19, Pa. 


I gladly enclose $ as my willing contribution to help meet the need of our 
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rigid rectitude. “He shall rule them [the 
nations] with a rod of iron.” All nations 
shall serve Him (Psa. 110 and 72), Pray 
for Best Seller Publicity, Chicago. 


Thurs.—Zechariah 14:16-21. 
‘Holiness To Be Established. 
PraYeR SuacestTions: “Holiness unto 
the Lord.” God's will shall yet be done 
on earth as in Heaven. Foregleams of 
the Lord’s reign on earth in righteous- 
ness and peace are given in numerous 
prophecies. Their fulfillment is as cer- 
tain as God is gracious and omnipotent. 
Christ, at His second coming, will “es- 
tablish” peace and purity. Pray for the 
coming of the King of kings and Lord 
of lerds. 


Fri.—Malachi 3:13-18. 
The Faithful To Be Remembered. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “They shall be 
mine ... in that day when I make up 
my jewels.” Think often of what God 
thinks of you. Dwell upon His eye upon 


your faith and practice. What notations, 
think you, appear in His Book of Re- 
membrance? When this Book finally 
opened, will you be cited as one of His 
“jewels”? Have you thought of prayer 
meetings as being like verse 16 indi- 
cates? What has the Lord “hearkened” 


to and “heard” from you? Pray for the 
Gospel Witness to the Deaf, Inc., Minne- 
apolis, 


Sat.—Ecclesiastes 11:7-10; 12:13, 14. 
The Whole Duty of Man. 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIoNs: “Fear God, and 
keep his commandments: for this is the 
whole duty of man.” Efforts to keep 


God’s Law unaided by the Spirit of God 
must fail. When Adam lost the Spirit 


at the Fall, he lost love to God, and 
without it could not fulfill God’s re- 
vealed will. Righteousness, impossible 


to sinful man by the works of the Law. 
is available to him in Christ who ful- 
filled the Law, and took its penalty as 
our substitute, and is offered in the Gos- 
pel to all who call upon the name of the 
Lord (Rom. 10:13). Acceptance of Christ 


by the sinner is now the God-com- 
manded duty of all (Acts 17:30, 31). 
Pray for the North Africa Mission, 


Wynnewood, Pa. 


Sun.—Ezekiel 34:20-27. 
The Shepherd-Judge. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I will judge.” 
Christ is the shepherd predicted by 
the prophet. And David sang of Him, 
“The Lord is my shepherd.” And alli 
believers are “the sheep of his pas- 
ture”; they hear and know His voice 
and follow Him. He is the 
and “good” shepherd who laid down 
His life for their salvation. And He, 
“the Shepherd and Bishop of your 
souls” (1 Pet. 2:25), is the one and 
only shepherd over all the earth. And 
He will gather His flock; and they 
shall dwell in His “fold” forever. 


“great” 


Pray for the Pacific Garden Mission, 
Chicago, 
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